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Introduction

A New Beginning for You

Every volume of Apostolic Insight has carried you deeper into

the heart of God’s purpose for your life. We havewalked through

process, deeds, honor, and the blessing that rests on all that

concerns you. Volume Four brings us to a fresh threshold. This

is a book about new beginnings, open heavens, spiritual sight,

and the measures of grace, power, and revelation that God is

releasing into this generation. It is also a book about names,

allocations, territories, and the honor that flows directly from

the throne of God. I have written these eleven chapters as a

personal invitation: whatever has felt closed, delayed, or hidden

in your life is about to be reopened, accelerated, and revealed.

I did not write this volume from a place of theory. Every truth

on these pages has been tested at the altar, in the secret place of

prayer, and in the day-to-day work of shepherding the house

of God. When I write about the eyes you need to know, I write as

a man who has had to develop vision, understanding, and faith

long before the corresponding manifestation ever appeared.

When I write about the reality of names, spiritual allocations,

and another measure of grace and power, I write as a minister

who has personally watched the Lord enlarge a heart before

entrusting it with greater responsibility. Andwhen I write about

taking over territories and the dimensions of honor, I write

as a witness to what happens when ordinary men and women
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position themselves to be set over a sphere of influence by the

hand of God Himself.

This volume will move you through eleven connected dimen-

sions. We begin at the Jordan, learning what it means to walk

under an open heaven and to declare a wholehearted Amen over

every word God speaks concerning you. From there, we open

the eyes you need to know—vision, understanding, and faith—

before anchoring ourselves in the unshakable foundation of

Scripture, the inward witness of the Holy Spirit, and the gospel

itself. We will explore the reality of names, the spiritual allo-

cations given to every believer, and the deliberate, intentional

growthof faith. Wewill studyhowrank is earned in theKingdom

through seasons of battle, how grace and spirit flow through the

angel of a church, andwhat it trulymeans to take over a territory

that God has already set you over in the realm of the Spirit. We

will press into another measure of revelation, power, and grace,

and we will close by returning to the subject that anchors this

entire series: the honor that comes from God Himself, and how

to receive it.

As you read, refuse to settle into a spectator’s posture. Speak

the declarations aloud. Write down the names, the territories,

and the measures the Holy Spirit highlights to your heart. Ask

theLord, as I instruct you in thesepages, to enlargeyour capacity

before you ask Him for increase, because He will never entrust

you with another measure until your heart has room to hold it.

A new beginning is not a passive gift you wait for; it is a present

reality youmust rise up and receive.

It is my sincere prayer that as youmove through this volume,

the heavens over your life will remain permanently open, your

spiritual eyes will be fully opened, and the honor that comes

from God will rest upon you and distinguish you among your
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generation, in the mighty name of Jesus Christ.

—Niyi Makinde
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NEW BEGINNINGS

Understanding the Place of “Amen” in Prayer

The God of heaven is the source of divine newness. As you

engage with these pages, it is my profound desire that the Lord

grants you a new beginning. Every new dimension the Lord is

initiating in your life will find full expression and will never

go unfulfilled. The supernatural intervention of God over your

destiny, family, and career will never be aborted. Can you boldly

and loudly say, “Amen”? The word Amen is not a passive

religious punctuation mark; it literally means, “so be it.” It is a

word of creative agreement. Thosewho understand the spiritual

power behind this utterance never treat it casually. While the

angels of God possess their own wills, the exact moment you

declare Amen to a divine decree, they immediately align with

your voice to enforce that reality on earth. When prophetic

blessings are pronounced over your life and you respond with

Amen, you are issuing a legal authorization in the spirit for that

blessing to manifest in your physical experience. Whenever a

rain of apostolic and prophetic prayer is released over you, do

not be silent. Be bold, be clear, and declare your Amen loudly to
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lay hold of your inheritance!

A Change of Experience Is Possible

Mark 1:9–11 declares: “It came to pass in those days that

Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized by John

in the Jordan. And immediately, coming up from the water,

He saw the heavens parting and the Spirit descending upon

Him like a dove. Then a voice came from heaven, ‘You are My

beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’” Before this event,

John the Baptist had been running a highly successful, large-

scale ministry focused entirely on repentance and salvation.

Countless people traveled to the Jordan River to undergo the

exact same routine: they were dipped into the water, they

came up, they listened to the sermon, and they packed their

bags to go home. For months, everyone shared the exact same

predictable encounter—until the day Jesus Christ stepped into

the water. Themoment Jesus showed up, the entire atmosphere

changed. A routine religious exercise was swallowed up by

a supernatural breakthrough. Jesus came to the Jordan just

once, and spiritual dimensions that had nevermanifested under

John’s ministry were suddenly made visible. Youmust develop

a holy hunger before the Lord. Demand that the breakthroughs

and divine dimensions that have never happened in your lineage

start manifesting in your life right now!

The Anatomy of an Open Heaven

Notice the unique details of Jesus’ experience at the Jordan:

1. The heavens split wide open over His head.

2. The Holy Spirit descended upon Him like a dove.

3. The voice of the Father spoke audibly from the cloud to

confirmHis identity.
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This extraordinary encounterwas designed to be the blueprint

for yourown life! Youaremeant towalkundera continuousopen

heaven. Your true spiritual beginning starts the exact moment

you realize that the skies over your career, your family, and

your ministry are no longer closed or hard like brass. You are

under a permanent open heaven right now! Just as the Spirit of

God rested upon Jesus, something powerful from the courts of

heaven is about to rest upon your life as your new normal.

Positioning for Heaven’s Material

WhenGodwants to ignite anewbeginning in your life, Hedoes

not look for earthly leverage; He sends material directly from

heaven. This heavenlymaterial can arrive as a prophetic word, a

scriptural revelation, a divine blessing, or strategic counsel. You

recognize things sent from heaven because they immediately

break the power of doubt and bring perfect order to your soul.

The Lord is supernaturally reminding you of every covenant

word He has ever spoken to you in secret. However, you must

actively position your spirit to receive what He is launching in

this season. Intentionally clear out the noise, remove the clutter

of carnal thinking, and create room for heaven’s material to

enter your life. When the word of the King rests upon you, your

circumstances have no choice but to change!

Understanding YourWorth

Thebiblical record reveals that a sovereignvoice spokedirectly

from heaven at the baptism of Jesus. This event exposes a

profound spiritual reality: it is entirely possible to walk through

life completely ignorant of the immense weight of glory and

potential you carry. Even worse is knowing your unique gifts,

callings, and capacities while they remain entirely invisible to
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the people around you. The consequence of this invisibility is

painful—you will be treated without the respect, dignity, and

honor you rightfully deserve. When you understand your true

worth but your world lacks the capacity to see it, it breeds an

agonizing frustration. You are forced to live like an ordinary

person while carrying the heart of a giant. The world does not

treat you according to your actual value; it treats you strictly

according to its perception of you. If you are being treated as

ordinary, it is not because you lack substance; it is because you

lack introduction. When you have not been divinely introduced

to your generation, your capacity for global impact remains

locked. Only someone suffering from an identity crisis runs

around demanding, “Do you knowwho I am?” That desperate

question is a defense mechanism revealing that your true worth

has not been recognized. But the days of being treated as

ordinary are over! I decree that your life will begin to carry

the heavy fragrance of kingdom royalty. There are specific

supernatural indicators thatmustmanifest around you to reveal

who you are in God. When God takes the responsibility to

introduce you, you will instantly break out of old, restrictive

boundaries. Jesus lived for thirty years under the radar, viewed

merely as a local carpenter’s son. But at the Jordan River,

God the Father spoke on His behalf. That single introduction

completely reconfigured public perception. Following that

divine endorsement, Jesus could no longer be hidden. When

God introduces you to your marketplace, your industry, and

your generation, something unique about you will finally be

seen. Your new beginning has arrived, packed with entirely new

experiences!

From Ridicule to Divine Endorsement
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There is a move of God that is about to wipe away every trace

of disgrace, dishonor, and ridicule from your life. The God you

serve is not a passive spectator; He is the Creator of the ends

of the earth, and He holds absolute authority over times and

seasons. He can change your story into glory. It is time to

stretch your faith and trust Him for new beginnings. Believe the

Lord that for your past shame, Hewill give you double honor and

manifest His glory. For every disappointment you have endured,

He is preparing supernatural endorsements that will leave your

critics speechless.

Eradicating the Spirit of Routine

Many believers attend church with a casual mindset. They

slip into the secret place of prayer out of religious obligation,

expecting the same dry, predictable experience. Too often,

human actions are reduced to mere routines that lack the vital

touch of divine newness. People talk to God daily but rarely

expect an answer—to the point that prayer has become a boring

religious practice in their eyes. They pray simply because they

were told to pray, completely lacking the core conviction that

God actually answers them. Youmust begin to command fresh

experiences in every area of your life. The frustrating days of

spiritual drynessduringprayer arepermanentlyover! Thehouse

of the Lord is becoming your fortified strong tower and a place

of safety. Your life will be a model of answered prayers, and the

Lord will exceed your requests.

Dimensions of the Divine Utterance

God is not silent in human affairs; He is an actively speaking

Father. When the voice of God speaks over your life, your entire

reality undergoes an immediate shift. To fully understand this,
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wemust look at the four distinct dimensions of divine utterance.

1. God Speaks About You to His Angels

When God speaks about you to His heavenly hosts, it happens

in a realm hidden from human eyes. Yet, the moment that

conversation occurs, angels begin to view you differently—and

as a result, people on earth are forced to see you differently

too. Daniel 10:10–12 records this reality: “…And he said to me,

‘O Daniel, man greatly beloved, understand the words that I

speak to you… for from the first day that you set your heart to

understand… your words were heard; and I have come because

of your words.’” The very moment Daniel began his fast, God

spoke to an angel about him, issuing a dispatch order to deliver

his breakthrough. Similarly, Luke 1:26–27 states: “Now in

the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city

of Galilee named Nazareth… to a virgin… Mary.” Angels are

ministering spirits sent on errands for your sake the moment

God mentions your name in heaven. When this dimension is

activated, eventswill unfold in your life that completely outclass

your personal planning, intelligence, or human connections.

These strategic alignments and miraculous shifts can only be

executed by the ministry of angels. Think of it this way: God

functions as the Supreme Judge who issues the decrees, while

angels function as the enforcement officers of heaven’s court.

Godmay declare, “Be blessed,” but because we live in a fallen

world, your immediate environment might resist that word. It

takes the ministry of angels to stamp that blessing into your

physical reality. If an angel carrying your answers is resisted

by territorial spirits—much like the Prince of Persia resisted

Daniel’s angel—your life will experience delays. But I declare

that every demonic blockade on the path of your destiny is

shattered! Your blessings are now unhindered, and nothing
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will ever restrain what heaven has cleared for you!

2. God Speaks About You to Himself

Genesis 1:26 records: “Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in

Our image, according to Our likeness…’” In this dimension, the

Godhead holds an internal council, speaking within Himself

concerning your destiny. When God speaks to Himself about

you, His agenda is always to lift you supernaturally, trigger a

downpour of mercy, command a blessing, or orchestrate your

escape from life’s complex traps. When God decides to bless

you, no devil on earth can alter His decision!

3. God Speaks to People About You

Proverbs 21:1 outlines: “The king’s heart is in the hand of the

Lord, like the rivers of water; He turns it wherever He wishes.”

God has the power to bypass a person’s logic and turn their

heart favorably toward you simply by speaking to them. When

God talks to people about your destiny, He places you directly

in their thoughts. People do not remember or forget you by

accident; they think of you because a spiritual signal from God

has touched their hearts. When God speaks to someone who

holds the resources you need, that individual is gripped by a

holy compulsion to help you—and they will find no rest until

they fulfill that divine prompting!

4. God Speaks to Creation About You

Finally, God can speak directly to inanimate objects, environ-

ments, and systems on your behalf. At the Jordan River, God

spoke loudly concerning Jesus so that people, angels, and the

very elements of creation would hear and register His identity.

The moment God speaks to a sector, an industry, or an asset

about you, that thingmust alignwith your destiny. Consider the

Principle of Divine Selection: Did you know that a job vacancy

or a leadership seat can carry the invisible name of a specific
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person? Ten thousand people can apply for a single position,

but the corporate system will reject them all until the person

whose name was spoken by God steps forward to receive the

appointment letter. The voice of God over your life is a living

reality that must manifest. Position your spirit to receive these

multi-dimensional utterances—because when God speaks, the

earth has no choice but to obey!

The “Now” Reality of God

Mark 1:12 reveals: “Immediately the Spirit drove Him into the

wilderness.” This scriptural record unveils a profound sequence:

the very moment Jesus was introduced to people, angels, and

creation at the Jordan, He was instantly propelled by the Spirit

into His next phase of power. Your new spiritual reality is that

events will begin to unfold in your life immediately—in the

dimension of “now.” As a citizen of the kingdom, you are

marked for a “now” manifestation. Now, your supernatural

help has arrived; now, things will shift in your life completely

beyond your wildest human calculations. The Lord has stepped

into your situation tohelp you. Will youboldly andgladly receive

His immediate intervention right now?

The Driving Force of the Spirit

Notice that Jesus did not wander into the wilderness on his

own; the Spirit of God drove Him. In this context, the word

“drove”means tobe supernaturallymoved, compelled, or launched.

You were never designed to be the primary driver of your own

life, exhausting your strength trying to force open doors or

orchestrate breakthroughs. You must allow the Holy Spirit to

take the steering wheel and drive things into your experience.

The Spirit of God knows how to make things happen for you. He
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can drive strategic helpers, resources, and opportunities into

your life faster than your human planning ever could. The Spirit

drove Jesus precisely to the exact location He needed to be—a

place where He would isolate Himself, fast for forty days, and

encounter spiritual power. In this same season, let the Spirit of

God drive you into your wealthy, fruitful field! He will give you

holy promptings and compel you to take bold actions you never

had the courage to take before. If the Spirit had the authority

to drive Jesus, there is nothing He cannot drive into your life.

What specific kingdom desires is your heart longing for? Name

them right now, and trust the Spirit of God tomove them into

your reality!

Activating Divine Acceleration

It is time to trigger this supernatural momentum of the Holy

Spirit in your life. Allow the Spirit of God to forcefully move you:

• Out of sickness into divine health.

• Out of drowning debt into massive kingdom prosperity.

• Out of smallness into financial abundance.

• Out of frustrating delays into supernatural speed.

• Out of mediocrity into excellent, superior wisdom.

• From the top to the topmost top!

• From hiddenness into permanent, exceeding glory.

• From public shame into uncompromised honor.

• From failure into greatness, success, and total dominion.

• Out of spiritual dryness into a blazing fire of fasting and

prayer.

Wherever you belong in God, the Holy Spirit has the power to

shift you there. Trust the Lord to drive you to your correct
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divine coordinates. He will propel you to take the exact steps

you need to take, move you into favor, ignite an unquenchable

passion for souls within you, and connect you with your destiny

helpers. He is driving you away from distractions and anchoring

you in consistency, spiritual power, and a lasting season of

fruitfulness!
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THE EYES YOU NEED TO KNOW

God Commands You to “See”

To navigate the deep things of the Spirit, wemust understand

the power of spiritual sight. 1 Corinthians 2:9–11 outlines: “But

as it is written: ‘Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have

entered into the heart ofman the thingswhichGod has prepared

for those who love Him.’ But God has revealed them to us

through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the

deep things of God… Even so no one knows the things of God

except the Spirit of God.” In the natural realm, no human being

can decipher what you are thinking within your heart; only your

own human spirit knows your thoughts. By that exact same

spiritual law, no one can comprehend the mind of God except

the Spirit of God. If you want to know His thoughts, plans, and

intentions for your life, youmust depend entirely on the Holy

Spirit residing within you. However, it is entirely possible for

the massive inheritances God has prepared for you to be sitting

directly in front of you while you remain completely blind to

them. True spiritual sight has nothing to dowith your biological

eyes or human imagination. There are higher spiritual faculties
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that function as the eyes of your spirit—faculties that many

believers are completely unaware of. People often use the cliché,

“Anything that is mine will eventually come to me.” But time

alone does not deliver results. Many have passed through life

and died empty, waiting on time instead of walking in sight.

Different spiritual laws produce different outcomes:

1. The Law of Petition: Matthew 7:7 says, “Ask, and it will

be given to you…” There are dimensions of blessing released to

you strictly because you opened your mouth to ask.

2.:The Law of the Seed: Luke 6:38 says, “Give, and it will be

given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together,

and running over…” There are material blessings unlocked

simply because you engaged the system of giving. However,

there is a third, sovereign law that governs possession: The Law

of Sight.

The Power of VisionaryMovement

Genesis 13:14–17 unfolds: “And the Lord said to Abram, after

Lot had separated from him: ‘Lift your eyes now and look from

the place where you are—northward, southward, eastward, and

westward; for all the land which you see I give to you and your

descendants forever… Arise, walk in the land through its length

and itswidth, for I give it to you.’” Certain realms of blessing are

granted to you simply because you have the capacity to see them.

Look closely at the divine instruction: the Lord commanded

Abraham towalk through the land using his eyes. While physical

movement requires your legs, supernatural movement requires

your eyes. The limits of what you can possess on this earth are

determined by your spiritual sight. You were not instructed to

look at your current environment; your eyes were engineered to

15
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travel directly into your future. If you cannot see the realities

God has already allocated to your name, you will never manifest

them on earth. The future you cannot see, you will lose. The

global opportunities you fail toperceive, you forfeit. Every single

victory you claim in life is a direct result of your internal sight.

Sight Precedes Strategy

We see this law enforced in Joshua 6:1–2: “…And the Lord

said to Joshua: ‘See! I have given Jericho into your hand, its

king, and the mighty men of valor.’” Jericho was tightly shut

up, walled, and fortified. Yet, before God handed Joshua the

unconventional military strategy to collapse those walls, He

issued a sharp command: “See!” If a man fails to see, the gates

of access remain locked. Joshua was a highly trained, battle-

tested warrior, but when God stepped in to give him the city,

He did not upgrade the strength of Joshua’s hands or hand him

physical weapons of war. God bypassed his hands and dealt

entirely with his sight. He gave Joshua’s ability to perceive the

victorybefore thewarfare evenbegan. The thingsGodshowsyou

in the secret place are what create the difference in your public

life. There are miracles, financial dimensions, and territory-

takingmantles that are already in your possession. God is not

waiting to create them; He is waiting for you to develop the

capacity to see them. Themoment your eyes open, the illusion

of impossibility shatters, and you step effortlessly into your

inheritance!

Things That Represent “Spiritual Eyes” in Your Life

When the Spirit of God wants to manifest His mind within

your reality, He does not rely on your physical eyes. Instead, He

activates specific spiritual faculties that serve as the “eyes” of

16



THE EYES YOU NEED TO KNOW

your destiny. These three faculties are Vision, Understanding,

and Faith.

1. Vision

Within the kingdom, vision operates in three distinct expres-

sions:

i. Visions of the Night (Dreams): These are divinely engi-

neered dreams communicated to your spirit while your body is

at rest. God bypasses your conscious resistance to drop strategic

plans directly into your soul.

ii. Visions of the Day (Trances or Open Sight): This is the

supernatural capacity to look past the physical veil and see into

the spiritual realm while fully awake. This dimension is not a

monopoly reserved for prophets; it is a covenant right accessible

to every spirit-filled believer.

iii. Visions of the Heart (Divine Ideas): You do not need to

fall asleep or enter a trance to experience this. A vision of the

heartmanifests as a divine idea or amental picture of a preferred

future. You look at an industry and see a global enterprise; you

look at an institution and see your future degrees; you look at

a relationship and capture the blueprint of a godly marriage.

Every vision dropped into your spirit will always fall into one of

two categories: “God shall give it to you” or “God has given it to

you.”

Category 1: “God Shall Give It” (The Law of the Season)

If your vision falls under this timeline, youmust understand

patience, time, and seasons. Ecclesiastes 9:11 declares, “…

but time and chance happen to them all,” and Ecclesiastes 3:1

reinforces that “To everything there is a season, a time for every

purpose under heaven.” Certain territories will not open until

their allotted season arrives. But when you hit heaven’s sched-

uled hour, your manifestation becomes effortless. Abraham
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received a vision that he would have a son, and he had to wait

through the chronological processing of that promise. When

your vision is in the “shall” phase, your primary job is towait on

God. Psalm 25:3 promises, “Indeed, let no onewhowaits on You

be ashamed,” and Hebrews 6:12 tells us to “imitate those who

through faith and patience inherit the promises.” If a mandate

requires five, seven, or ten years to mature, anchor yourself

in patience. Impatience births an “Ishmael”—a premature

alternative that creates long-termwarfare. Be patient; theWord

cannot fail.

Category 2: “God Has Given It” (The Law of the Now)

If your vision falls under this category, you do not need towait

for time and chance. The calendar of heaven reads “Now.” You

do not needmore time; you need immediate, accurate directions

on the exact steps to take. Jericho was already handed over

to Joshua in the spirit. He didn’t need to wait forty years for

the walls to decay over time—he simply needed the immediate

divine strategy to collapse them instantly!

2. Understanding

In Isaiah 42:9, the Lord states: “Behold, the former things

have come to pass, and new things I declare.” One chapter

later, in Isaiah 43:19, He asks: “Behold, I will do a new thing,

now it shall spring forth; shall you not know it?” In heaven’s

vocabulary, the word “Behold” is a mandate to understand.

God is saying: “Understand the new things I am declaring to

you; understand what is springing forth.” The Apostle Paul

prayedearnestly inEphesians 1:16–18 that“…theFatherof glory,

may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation… the eyes

of your understanding being enlightened…” The light inside

18
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your mind must be turned on. If you capture a vision from

Scripture but lack the understanding of how it operates, that

vision will fail. A lack of understanding reduces a person to

operating only in ‘the wisdom of words.’ You will be highly

articulate and talk beautifully about the vision, but you will

lack the capacity to translate it into reality. As Psalm 119:144

reveals: “Give me understanding, and I shall live.” Consider

the Personal Recognition System: In social and leadership

contexts, understanding acts as your spiritual radar. When this

system is active, you look at people and instantly discern their

future value. You relate to them based on where they are going,

not where they are standing. Understanding bridges the gap

between simply quoting a scripture and knowing exactly how to

deploy it to solve a real-world problem. It translates crises into

opportunities; it is the anointing that directs your sight.

3. Faith

2 Corinthians 5:7 establishes: “For we walk by faith, not

by sight.” As an old patriarch of the faith beautifully noted:

“Faith is not blind. If you can see the invisible, you can do the

impossible.” Faith is your faculty of supernatural insight. It

provides an internal clarity that transforms your entire speech

and posture. When the Angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon

in Judges 6:12, he declared: “The Lord is with you, youmighty

man of valor!” The angel was viewing Gideon through the lens

of faith. Yet, look at Gideon’s self-perception in verse 15: “Omy

Lord, how can I save Israel? Indeed my clan is the weakest in

Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s house.” Gideon’s

physical sight kept him trapped in smallness. We see this same

sight crisis with the ten spies in Numbers 13:31–33: “We are not

able to go up against the people… we were like grasshoppers in
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our own sight, and so we were in their sight.” Because they saw

themselves as insects, they projected a mentality that forced

their enemies to treat them exactly that way. But Caleb and

Joshua possessed the eyes of faith. Numbers 13:30 records:

“Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, ‘Let

us go up at once and take possession, for we are well able to

overcome it.’” Your background, your bank statement, and your

current environment become completely irrelevant themoment

you activate the eyes of faith. Look past the deceptive illusions

of your natural sight. Who has God shown you that you are

becoming? If you have seen yourself presiding over nations or

pioneering global revivals, it is completely possible. Silence

your logic, banish the grasshopper mentality, and believe that

you have the supernatural capacity to achieve great exploits in

your generation!

20
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UNDERSTANDING THE FOUNDATION:

SCRIPTURE, THEWITNESS OF THE

HOLY SPIRIT, AND THE GOSPEL

The Completeness of Scripture

Hebrews 4:12 declares: “For the word of God is living and

powerful…”

The Bible is an active reservoir filled with spiritual reality.

Within its pages lie the answers to the deepest questions con-

suming your heart today, as well as the blueprint for every chal-

lenge your destiny will face tomorrow. Scripture is the sacred

ground where we find answers to our prayers and encounter the

living God. You must stop treating the Bible like a mere novel

or a piece of classical literature. Consider this reality: there are

secular scholars and unbelievers who read and analyze the Bible

more than many believers do, simply for academic purposes.

Yet, they remain completely untransformed because the letter

alone holds no power. The Word sitting on your shelf cannot

change your life; it is only the Word that penetrates your heart

that makes tremendous power available. When you open your
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Bible, do so knowing that the Holy Spirit is sitting right there

with you. As its Author, He is the one who unveils the truth

embedded in the text. As Psalm 119:11 reveals: “Your word I

have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You.”

Overcoming Spiritual Laziness

Refuse to be a Christian who merely flips through the Bible

looking for a random, comforting verse to satisfy a fleeting

emotion. Youmust develop the discipline of studying the text

consistently, mining deep truths from both the Old and New

Testaments. Approach Scripture with the reverent awareness

that you are approaching the very gates of heaven, not a secular

textbook. We are living in a time of intense spiritual bankruptcy

regarding the Word of God. To survive, you must be highly

intentional about your study life. In this digital age, you have no

excuse. You can downloadmultiple Bible translations directly

onto your mobile devices. Do not make the lazy excuse that

you cannot carry a heavy, leather Bible to your workplace. Your

phone is permanently in your hand—use it for your spiritual

advancement. Break out of the spiritual laziness that paralyzes

your growth.

The Standard for Leadership andMinistry

If you are a preacher, a leader, or a teacher of God’s Word,

you cannot afford to be casual with your study habits. You

must cultivate an intense, private intimacy with the Scriptures.

The Word of God has the supernatural power to fill you with

wisdom that makes you successful, influential, and great on

the earth. It contains the exact keys required to manage your

finances, navigate complex professional relationships, protect

yourmarriage, and elevate your career. Psalm 1:2 declares: “But
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his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates

day and night.” Let the Scripture become your delight. Stop

wasting your mental energy aimlessly scrolling through social

media. Since your phone is always near you, discipline yourself

to use that device for high-level spiritual growth. Set boundaries

for your mind, focus, and deliberately study whole chapters of

the Word!

Trust theWitness of the Spirit

Romans 8:16 reveals: “The Spirit Himself bears witness

with our spirit that we are children of God.” Many believers

mistakenly assume that an authentic encounter with Godmust

always be spectacular—like the physical appearance of angels,

parting clouds, or audible thunder. The truth is, you may not

experience many spectacular encounters in your lifetime, but

you are designed to live in a continuous stream of supernatural

encounters. Spectacularmanifestations aredramatic andhighly

visible. Supernatural activities, however, are the quiet, steady

currents of God’s presence available to every believer. Hearing

God through dreams, perceiving His still, small voice, sensing

the inner alignment of holy conviction, and capturing spiritual

visions are all standard dimensions of a supernatural life.

The InwardWitness

The supernatural guidance of the Spirit is always authenti-

cated by a deep conviction within your heart. God frequently

chooses this inwardwitness asHisprimaryway to steer yourdes-

tiny, govern your decisions, and direct your steps through life.

You must learn to trust the Holy Spirit when He speaks through

silent thoughts, intuitive knowing, and inner convictions. This

internal peace is your spiritual guarantee that the plans you are
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receiving will manifest on the earth. Many believers seeking

divine direction remain paralyzed because they are waiting for

a loud, external sign, completely ignoring the powerful witness

within their own spirits. Do not try to dictate how God must

speak to you. Spiritual maturity requires you to adapt to His

communication style, rather than demanding that He conform

to your physical senses. When you stand at a crossroads waiting

for direction, look inward. It is time to mature to a level where

you confidently rely on God’s internal witness. He can pack a

precise strategy, ageographical relocation, or amajor leadership

decision into a simple, quiet thought backed by absolute internal

peace.

Walking in the Power of the Silent Voice

The God you serve is a speaking God. However, His voice

does not require physical sound waves to carry weight. You

enter a highly blessed dimension of leadership when you learn

to align your actions with the silent witness of the Spirit. Histor-

ically, generals of the faith achieved great kingdom exploits—

including raising the dead—not because theyheard thunder, but

because they obeyed a quiet witness in their hearts. There are

seasons when God intends to launch you into consecutive days

of prayer and fasting. He will orchestrate this simply by stirring

a persistent burden within your spirit, completely without any

audible instruction. Do not waste precious prophetic seasons

waiting to hear a dramatic voice booming from the ceiling,

saying, “My son, separate yourself for three days of fasting.” Your

next spiritual shift, your new beginnings, and your highest

achievements will almost always arrive disguised as a quiet

inward witness. This witness is real, and it is entirely accurate.

Master the discipline of receiving, trusting, and executing the
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guidance of the Holy Spirit within your heart!

Why Are You Saved?

Are you saved simply because you were born into a Christian

family? Or did you approach the altar with a transactional

mentality, believing that Jesus is an automatic ticket to imme-

diate wealth, material prosperity, and a life completely free

from suffering? Let this truth confront the modern church:

thousands of people profess faith in Jesus Christ for entirely

wrong reasons. This flawed, transactional foundation is exactly

why so many abandon Him when crises arise. Your surrender to

Jesus is not an insurance policy against the storms of life; it is

your guarantee of survival within them. Believing in Christ does

not exempt you from earthly friction—in fact, it often invites it.

Matthew 5:10 declares: “Blessed are those who are persecuted

for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

Your alignment with Christ does not insulate you fromwarfare;

it qualifies you for persecution. A massive wave of backsliding

plagues the body of Christ today because believers were fed a

shallow, hyper-prosperity caricature of the gospel. When the

realities of life fail to match those unbalanced sermons, their

faith collapses. You must refuse to base your eternal allegiance

onmaterial expectations. John 16:33 establishes the dual reality

of our earthly existence: “These things I have spoken to you,

that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have

tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”

Your faith in Christ guarantees an overcoming life, but as you

navigate this journey, you will inevitably encounter seasons of

intense pressure. In those defining moments, do not look for

an exit strategy. Instead, allow the fruit of the Spirit to have its

complete, maturing work in your character. The foundation of
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your salvation must never depend on fleeting, material things.

You are saved because of the cross, because of eternity, and

because He is Lord.

Preach the Gospel to Your Family and Friends

Romans 10:9–10 says: “That if you confess with your mouth

the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised

Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one

believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession

is made unto salvation.” The moment someone meets these

spiritual conditions, their salvation is instantly secured. As a

believer, youmust be highly intentional about the salvation of

your own household. It is a mistake to ignore the spiritual state

of your relatives. Go and deliberately share the gospel with your

siblings, cousins, nieces, uncles, and extended family members

who are still in darkness. Winning your family for the Kingdom

requires more than casual advice; it demands intense prayer in

secret. Some of your relatives will never come to Christ until

you dedicate seasons of genuine intercession on their behalf.

Every member of your household must be saved. It is a holy and

necessary burden to grieve over the spiritual condition of your

family line. How can you comfortably enjoy your position in

Christ while your own brothers and sisters are strangers to the

covenant? Bring their hearts before God consistently in prayer,

asking Him to remove their blindness so they can receive the

saving power of His Word.

Reclaiming Your Inner Circle

This same intentionality must extend beyond your home to

your circle of friends. Never underestimate the foundational

power of John 3:16 when reaching out to the unsaved: “For God

so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
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whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting

life.” This timeless truth remains heaven’s primary weapon

for breaking down human rebellion. To do this effectively, you

must move from passive wishing to strategic action:

1. Create a Spiritual Ledger: Write down the specific names

of your unsaved family members, relatives, and close friends.

2. Intercede for Softened Hearts: Bring that list before God

daily, praying intentionally over each name.

3. Engage with Wisdom: Ask the Lord to influence and soften

their hearts before you even attempt to speak to them.

It is a tragic thing to preach the gospel to the ends of the earth

while completely neglecting your own home. Your immediate

family, your relatives, and your friends must be brought into

the fold until their voices join yours in praising the Lord.
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THE REALITY OF NAMES

The Power of Names

Genesis 2:19 records: “Out of the ground the Lord God formed

every beast of the field and every bird of the air, and brought

them to Adam to see what he would call them. And whatever

Adam called each living creature, that was its name.” Creation

responds to identity, and identity is locked within a name. Just

as you are bound to the name given to you at birth, the power

of naming is a foundational law that governs both things and

people. The moment you assign a name to something, you

are exercising your authority. Anything you have the power

to name is something you have been positioned to control,

govern, and lead. When Adam surveyed the animal kingdom

and named each creature, he wasn’t just doing a vocabulary

exercise; he was enforcing his dominion over the earth. This

dynamic establishes a permanent partnership between God and

humanity. God provides the rawmaterials of creation, but He

requires the human mind to step in, use creativity, and build

the products and systems that advance civilization. The cars

we drive and the technologies we use today are the fruits of this
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human innovation. God engineered you with the exact capacity

to give names, functions, and definitions to new ideas. Adam

started this process in Eden, but the mandate didn’t stop with

him. You have been handed the baton to keep defining, naming,

and governing your world.

The Three Pillars of a Name

Names are legal and spiritual symbols that represent three

critical realities:

1. Identity

If you intend to establish a distinct purpose or boundary for

a person or a thing, you must name it. Anything that lacks a

clear identity in themarketplace or the spirit realmwill struggle

simply because it has not yet been properly named and defined.

2. Authority

Names are symbols of legal power. Certain names carry the

exact weight, signature, and backing of the personalities behind

them. Similarly,whenapersonoccupies apositionof leadership,

that structural position infuses their name with the power to

command compliance.

3. Influence and Recognition

Names serve as currency for earthly visibility. However, you

must understand this Kingdom principle: you cannot make

your own name great. True greatness is a divine allocation.

While you can easily generate temporary fame by pulling follow-

ers on social media, only the God of Heaven can truly elevate

you and coat your name with enduring global influence.

God Can Change Your SituationWithout Changing Your Name

When we study how God elevates people, we see that He

handles names in two distinct ways. First, God can physically
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change a name to match a new spiritual reality. In Genesis

12:2, God gave a foundational promise to a man named Abram:

“I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make

your name great; and you shall be a blessing.” Years later, as

that promise matured into a formal covenant, Genesis 17:4–5

records the shift: “No longer shall your name be called Abram,

but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you a father

of many nations.” However, it is also entirely possible for God

to drastically alter your life without ever changing your name.

Look at the life of Jabez in 1 Chronicles 4:9–10: “Now Jabez was

more honorable than his brothers, and his mother called his

name Jabez, saying, ‘Because I bore him in sadness.’ And Jabez

called on the God of Israel saying, ‘Oh, that You would bless me

indeed, and enlarge my territory…’ So God granted him what he

requested.”

Jabezwasmorehonorable thanhispeers, yethisname literally

meant “pain” or “sorrow.” God did not give Jabez a new name;

instead, He overrode the negative meaning of the name he

already had. God can do mighty things through you while

leaving your current identity intact. You can be lifted, blessed,

and flooded with grace without a formal rebranding. Your name

can remain exactly the samewhile your life experiences a radical

shift in glory.

The Dimension of Exaltation

Consider the ultimate example of this principle: the Lord

Jesus Christ. When the Father exalted Him to the highest seat of

authority, His name was not changed.

Philippians 2:9–11 declares: “Therefore God also has highly

exaltedHimand givenHim the namewhich is above every name,

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in
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heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and

that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord…”

His name remained Jesus, but the spiritual power backing that

name was elevated into an entirely new dimension. Names are

symbols of spiritual realities. Even God reveals Himself through

different names to define how He operates in a givenmoment.

To some, He reveals Himself as Jehovah Elohim (the Creator

God); to others in the heat of battle, He manifests as Jehovah

El-Gibbor (the Mighty God). The ultimate question is this: can

you trust God so deeply that He alters the spiritual weight of

your identity, causing your current name to be remembered

with honor for generations to come?

A Good Name Exemplified

God has the power tomake your name great, but the responsi-

bility ofmaking yournamegood rests entirely onyour shoulders.

Greatness is a gift of divine favor, but a good name is the product

of your daily character. Let this truth challenge your theology: a

person can be heavily anointed yet possess a terrible character.

You can be a pastor, a prophet, or a high-ranking church leader

and still carry a toxic disposition. Your name can achieve

massive global popularity and trend across socialmedia without

the backing of solid moral substance. Popularity is what people

think you are; character is who you are when the curtains are

drawn and you stand alone before the eyes of an all-seeing

God. Proverbs 22:1 establishes the Kingdom standard for value:

“A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, loving

favor rather than silver and gold.” In Scripture, a “good name”

is not defined by public relations or a curated reputation—it

meansuncompromising integrity. A goodnameholds a spiritual

currency that vastly outweighs material wealth. Riches can buy
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you temporary access, but only a good name backed by integrity

will protect you and secure lasting honor for your family.

You Shall Be Called by a New Name

Isaiah 62:2 says: “The Gentiles shall see your righteousness,

and all kings your glory. You shall be called by a new name,

which the mouth of the Lord will name.” This passage is not

a passive wish or a mere suggestion; it is a powerful prophetic

mandate issued directly from the throne of God. When the Lord

takes responsibility for giving you a new name, He shifts the

very nature of your existence. A new name from God forces new

breakthroughs to erupt in your life.

The authority of this new name instantly breaks the old

identity tags that have held your family back for generations.

By the power of the Most High, frustrating days of barrenness,

spiritual dryness, and embarrassing smallness are permanently

over. You are being transitioned into a season where you will be

exceedingly fruitful. From this moment forward, your life will

never lack the anointing of divine blessings!

You Are Commanded to Prevail

Genesis 30:8 reveals: “Then Rachel said, ‘With great

wrestlings I have wrestled with my sister, and indeed I have

prevailed.’ So she called his name Naphtali.”

In the Kingdom of God, any name or identity God assigns to

you carries an inherent authority. When God speaks a name

over your life, it establishes a spiritual reality that is guaranteed

to manifest in your physical experience. The name Naphtali

literally means “to prevail.” You will frequently find yourself in

situations where people compete, wrestle, or conspire against

you. But you possess a covenant mandate to completely prevail
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over every form of competition trying to limit your destiny.

Winning in a competitive environment is not a product of luck; it

is guaranteed when you receive specific, supernatural strategies

from God. Rachel wrestled through her circumstances and

gained a brand-new reality of fruitfulness. Every single time

you wrestle and prevail in the secret place of prayer, a tangible

dimension of the supernatural breaks out into your public life.

We see this same reality in Genesis 32:28: “And He said, ‘Your

name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel; for you have

struggled with God and with men, and have prevailed.’” Jacob

engaged in a midnight wrestle and won. Consequently, his old,

deceptive identity was erased, and he was crowned with a new

name: Israel—the prince who prevails. When you successfully

navigate your spiritual battles, a new dimension of authority is

given to you. Even if people do not call you by a new literal title,

the reality of your spiritual promotion will show up in your daily

life through three distinct ways:

• A new identity (how you are perceived)

• A new level of authority (the power behind your words)

• A new realm of influence (the scope of your impact)

TheWeapons of Spiritual Warfare

To overcome these high-level spiritual battles, you must

understand your opposition. Ephesians 6:12 maps out the

demonic hierarchy: “For we do not wrestle against flesh and

blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the

rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of

wickedness in the heavenly places.” You cannot afford to be
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an ignorant soldier. The spiritual weapons you deploy must

match the specific rank of the enemy you face:

• The tool you use to overpower a principality is completely

different from the strategy required to dismantle a power.

• The approach used to blind the rulers of darkness through

divine light differs entirely from the weapons needed to

paralyze spiritual hosts of wickedness.

You do not fight blindly; you go to war armed with precise,

powerful, and divinely guided spiritual weapons.

Earned Identity in the Spirit Realm

Every time you defeat a specific territorial spirit, your identity

is recognized and recorded in the kingdom of darkness. In the

spiritual realm, demons know you based strictly on the battles

you have successfully won. You are rated and feared according

to your spiritual victories. Acts 19:15 illustrates this: “And the

evil spirit answered and said, ‘Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but

who are you?’” Even evil spirits possess an accurate tracking

system—they instantly recognize those who carry true spiritual

authority. The identity, authority, and Kingdom influence you

earn when you prevail completely transcend this earthly realm.

Do not be deceived: you can be wildly popular on social media

but lack a single shred of recognition in the spirit. Conversely,

you can live as an ordinary person on earth, completely hidden

from public view, yet remain a powerful force in the heavens.

You can cultivate a lifestyle of prayer so intense that territorial

demons recognize your spiritual footsteps and tremble at your

name! Commanding that kind of demonic compliance is a direct

result of the identity and spiritual backing you carry. Arise, step
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into prayer, and fulfill your mandate to prevail!
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SPIRITUAL ALLOCATIONS

God’s Timing for His Best

When it comes to fulfilling your destiny, God stands as the true

Guardian of all things. You must understand a fundamental law

of His Kingdom: God’s best gifts are always hidden, and they

are never released too early. Because the kingdom of darkness

is constantly fighting against God’s purposes, He releases His

chosen leaders into the world strategically and gradually. If

you find yourself hidden, isolated, or overlooked in this season,

lock this truth into your heart: your hiddenness is not a sign of

abandonment; it is proof that God is preserving you as a valuable

vessel. God understands the path to your destiny. He knows that

if He exposes you to the frontline too early, you could be broken

by the enemy before your character is mature. When you do not

understand the inner work God is doing in your soul, you can

easily fall into the trap of thinking you are stagnant or failing.

But the quiet strength God is building within your character,

your capacity, and your prayer life right now will eventually set

you apart and prepare you to stand strong when it is your time

to be revealed.
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The Pillars that Sustain Greatness

Greatness must be sustained, and humility and unwavering

patience are the core character traits required to preserve true

influence on the earth. Jesus knew the hidden motives, flaws,

and strengths of everyone, yet He did not treat everyone the

same. He managed relationships according to assignment,

capacity, and destiny. When the Lord looks at those in whom

He has placed a spiritual investment, and He sees them drifting

away or falling into a trap of the enemy, He will deploy the full

weight of heaven’s resources to rescue them. The watchful eyes

of the Lord are permanently fixed on themen andwomenHehas

heavily invested in. The moment God places specialized respon-

sibilities into your hands, He focuses His constant attention on

you. This truth unlocks a major mystery: the primary reason

you are facing intense, unusual challenges in this season is not

because you are failing. It is a direct consequence of the spiritual

deposit God has placed in your life. God is a perfect manager;

He never wastes resources. He will guard, protect, and sustain

His investment in you, ensuring that what heaven has placed

inside you does not suffer a loss on the earth!

Allocations of Spiritual Gifts

1 Corinthians 12:4–10 declares: “There are diversities of gifts,

but the same Spirit. There are differences of ministries, but

the same Lord. And there are diversities of operations, but

it is the same God who works all in all… for to one is given

the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word

of knowledge… to another faith… to another gifts of healings…

to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to

another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of

tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.” Spiritual
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allocations present themselves as the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

These diverse operations—ranging from the word of wisdom

and word of knowledge to faith, healing, and the working

miracles—are precisely allocated to people by the Holy Spirit.

To function as an effective channel for the Kingdom, youmust

clearly recognize your specific spiritual gift. You cannot operate

in what you have not yet identified. While the Holy Spirit

distributes these gifts exactly as He wills, Scripture reveals a

beautiful truth: you have the right to desire more. Through

deep spiritual hunger, you can expand your capacity to carry

a greater measure of gifts. However, you must remember the

law of use: a believer who refuses to deploy their current gift

lacks the spiritual footing to ask for a new one. If the Spirit of

God lives inside you, you are not empty. Youmust ask yourself

this defining question: What is my allocation? Do you know

the exact spiritual gifts assigned to you the moment you were

saved?

The Nature and Flow of the Gifts

Let this standard guide your discovery: any spiritual gift that

has manifested through your life even once is an asset that has

been given to you. It belongs to you, and when it is properly

developed, you can flow in that dimension at any time, and

anywhere. Tragically, thousands of believers sit in church pews

every week completely unaware of their internal wealth. They

do not understand how their specific spiritual tools function:

1. TheWord of Knowledge: This gift uncovers secrets from

the past or present to reveal the mind of God.

2. The Working of Miracles: This operation provides su-

pernatural insight, instructing a believer on the exact actions

needed to force an immediate breakthrough in a crisis.
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To preserve the purity of your gift, youmust undergo spiritual

training. Power without balance always births error. History is

littered with gifted people who fell into deep spiritual deception

simply because they lacked the maturity and training required

to manage their allocations.

Overcoming the “Superstar” Delusion

God is the Ultimate Judge. He does not give the exact same

mix of gifts to everyone, but He has ensured that every single

person possesses a unique ability. You are not empty; you have

a distinct spiritual signature to discover and use.

While there are seasoned spiritual leaders who operate flu-

ently acrossmany gifts, your immediate responsibility is to take

time to study the gifts, find where you fit, and begin serving

your generation. Awareness is the foundation for action. If you

are a pastor, a ministry leader, or a shepherd, youmust refuse

the temptation to turn yourself into a “spiritual superstar.” Your

assignment is not to create an unhealthy dependency where you

are the only one who can hear God, see visions, or heal the sick.

Yourmandate is to train, equip, andactivate the believers so they

can discover their own spiritual gifts. Cultivate the security of

character required to step back and watch the people under your

care operate in their gifts with power, precision, and excellence

right beside you!

Allocations of the Spirit

Isaiah 11:1–2 records: “There shall come forth a Rod from

the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots. The

Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom

and understanding, the Spirit of counsel andmight, the Spirit of

knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.” These seven expressions
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of the Holy Spirit are not abstract concepts—they are tangible

spiritual allocations designed to rest upon you. The Apostle Paul

understood how necessary they are, which is why he prayed for

the church in Ephesians 1:17: “That the God of our Lord Jesus

Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom

and revelation in the knowledge of Him.” If you want to serve

as a wise and trusted advisor to global leaders, youmust allow

the Spirit of Counsel to rest upon your life. Job 32:8 reveals

the true source of wisdom: “But there is a spirit in man, and

the breath of the Almighty gives him understanding.” Refuse

to rely solely on human intellect or academic training. As a

Kingdom leader, you are built to carry the Spirit. When the Spirit

of Understanding is given to you, it grants you supernatural

vision to see clearly into the past, decode the complexities of the

present, and accurately map out the future. There is absolutely

nothing you lack that the Holy Spirit cannot bring into your

life. Do you lack strategic destiny helpers, financial resources,

or high-level recommendations to advance your career? Stop

beggingpeople. What youneed is to carry the specific expression

of the Spirit that commands that resource.

The Tragic Limitation of a Single Spiritual Gift

Consider the sobering case of Samson in Judges 14:5–6: “So

Samson went down to Timnah… And the Spirit of the Lord came

mightily upon him, and he tore the lion apart as he would have

torn apart a young goat, though he had nothing in his hand.”

Samsonoperated strictlyunder theSpirit ofMight. Hepossessed

the supernatural power to rip a roaring lion to pieces with his

bare hands. His life proves that you can achieve victory with

absolutely nothing in your hands, provided you have the right

Spirit at work inside you. Yet, look closely at the tragic flaw in
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Samson’s legacy. He never advised a king, he never pioneered

a school of wisdom, and he never taught anyone how to build

a nation. Why? Because while he carried the Spirit of Might,

he completely lacked the Spirit of Counsel and the Spirit of

Knowledge. Furthermore, his lack of other spiritual dimensions

left him completely exposed:

1. Without the Spirit of Understanding: He was emotionally

reckless and mentally fragile enough to casually reveal the

covenant secret of his power to an agent of destruction.

2. Without the Spirit of the Fear of the Lord: He repeatedly

married women from foreign lands, directly violating the clear

commands of God.

Samson possessed a massive but completely uneven spiritual

inheritance. He was a giant in power, but an infant in wisdom,

understanding, and character.

Weaponizing Your Spiritual Advantage

Even when Samson was blinded and chained to the pillars of

a pagan temple, the return of the Spirit completely leveled the

playing field. Judges 16:28–30 records his final, devastating

stand: “Then Samson called to the Lord, saying, ‘O Lord God,

remember me, I pray! Strengthenme, I pray, just this once, O

God…’ And he pushed with all his might, and the temple fell

on the lords and all the people who were in it. So the dead that

he killed at his death were more than he had killed in his life.”

Regardless of your current mistakes, your lack of connections,

or the past failures that have boxed you into a corner, you are

not disadvantaged. Youmay not have an advanced degree from

a prestigious university, but the power of the Holy Spirit resting

upon your mind can empower you to invent, write, and build

things that scholars will study for decades. The world cannot
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see the spiritual backing that rests upon you. The promotion

you thought people would have to hand you will instead be

executed effortlessly through the power of your spiritual gift.

Your true advantage in life is not your bank account or your

social background; it is the specific Spirit at work inside you.

Stop acting like a victim. Youdonot belong at the bottom, youdo

not lack supernatural resources, and you do not lack strength in

battle. Rise up right now! Walk boldly in themight that has been

placed within you, and let the sevenfold Spirit of God express

Himself fully through your life!
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THE GROWTH OF FAITH

Understanding the Foundation of God’s Word

Psalm 107:20 says, “He sent His word and healed them, and

delivered them from their destructions.” In the realm of the

Spirit, it is one thing for faith to come into your heart, but it is

another thing for that faith to grow. Romans 10:17 teaches that

faith comes by hearing the Word of God. However, after faith

comes, it must be nurtured and strengthened through continual

exposure to God’s Word. As your faith grows, you rise above

the limitations of the natural realm, accomplish what seems

impossible, and experience the fullness of God’s goodness in

every area of your life.

The Speed of God’s Word

TheWord of God does not crawl; it operates with supernatural

speed. When the Father releases a decree, it moves with

immediate momentum. God directs His Word with the exact

same precision and purpose that He uses when sending angels

to help you. Frequently, God packages His swift Word inside

the voices of His humanmessengers. Whether it is whispered
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directly into your spirit or spoken through a prophetic leader,

your heart is the landing place for God’s Word. The speed of

His Word is experienced in the “now”—He speaks, and your

spirit immediately registers the sound. Psalm 147:15 reveals:

“He sends out His command to the earth; His word runs very

swiftly.” Themoment a word leaves the mouth of God toward

your situation, it breaks through natural delays.

Amos 3:7 records: “Surely the Lord God does nothing, unless

He revealsHis secret toHis servants the prophets.” God anchors

His earthly actions to prophetic revelation. The very moment a

dedicated servant of God speaks what the Lord has revealed in

secret, those words begin to manifest. Ultimately, when God’s

anointed servant speaks, God’s Word goes to work.

Becoming a Leader in Faith

The Apostle Paul declares in 2 Corinthians 8:7: “But as you

abound in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all

diligence, and in your love for us—see that you abound in this

grace also.” The Living Bible translation captures the leadership

weight of this verse beautifully: “You people there are leaders in

somanyways—youhave somuch faith, somanygoodpreachers,

so much learning, so much enthusiasm, somuch love for us…

” The Corinthian believers did not have a passive, weak faith.

They intentionally grew their faith until they became amodel

for other ministries. They had so much faith that they led the

body of Christ by example. This same dimension of leadership

should be your reality. You are built to lead others in the realm

of faith. 2 Corinthians 1:24 defines the boundaries of spiritual

authority: “Not that we have dominion over your faith, but are

fellow workers for your joy; for by faith you stand.” Youmust

take ownership of your spiritual condition. No pastor, mentor,
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or enemy can ever control your faith. The stewardship of your

belief belongs exclusively to you and God. If your faith remains

small, weak, and easily shaken by life’s storms, you are the one

allowing that limitation. Conversely, if your faith grows into

a mountain-moving, territory-taking force, it is because you

deliberately paid the price to build it in the secret place of prayer!

The Growth of Faith Requires Intentionality

Galatians 3:5 asks: “Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to

you andworksmiracles among you, doesHe do it by theworks of

the law, or by the hearing of faith?” Faith is the key that unlocks

miracles in your life. For the Lord to release a miracle into your

life, Hemust first find amatching level of faith anchored deep

within your heart. The moment faith rises within your spirit,

the power of God is set intomotion. Conversely, when your faith

decreases, your life becomes empty of miracles. If you want to

experience the supernatural every day, you must practice the

discipline of acting on your faith every day. The Apostle Paul

observed an extraordinary spiritual growth in 2 Thessalonians

1:3: “We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it

is fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of

every one of you all abounds toward each other.” The faith of

the Thessalonian believers did not just hold its ground; it grew

exceedingly. You are built to walk in that exact same dimension

of continuous, explosive growth.

Building Your Spiritual Capacity

There is an unchanging law of creation youmust understand:

only things that have life can grow. A human being is alive,

and to grow physically, they must consistently eat physical

food. In the exact same way, faith is a living, dynamic thing
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that requires constant nourishment. The growth of your faith

will never happen by accident, nor will it come through passive

wishful thinking. It requires absolute intentionality. You have a

personal responsibility to actively build andgrowyour faith. The

church in Thessalonica did not stumble into spiritual maturity;

they deliberately did what was necessary to force their faith

to expand. When you practice those same spiritual disciplines,

your faith will grow too. This growth is essential because God

is a perfect manager of destiny. He will never give massive

responsibilities to someone whose faith cannot bear the weight.

God matches your assignments to the level of your capacity. He

will never permit you to face amajor crisis, a territorial battle, or

a personal storm that your faith cannot handle and completely

conquer.

Grow your faith intentionally, because your future responsi-

bilities depend entirely on it!

How to Grow Your Faith

1. Continuous Hearing of theWord

The moment you get tired of hearing the Word of God is

the moment your faith stops growing. In the Kingdom, true

“hearing” is muchmore than just listening to sound; it requires

deep spiritual understanding. Youmust move past superficial

listening and truly comprehend what is being said. The Word

of Godmust become a living picture stamped upon your heart.

True growth happens when a clear vision of the Word enters

your spirit, making doubt completely impossible. As Romans

10:14 reminds us: “How then shall they call on Him in whom

they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of

whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a

preacher?” Faith is ignited through the preachedWord. When
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God wants to build your faith, His primary strategy is to send

a preacher directly into your life. It is your responsibility to

recognize the spiritual authority God has sent to you and to be

intentional about consistently listening to their teachings. You

must trust the voice of your spiritual covering as they break open

the bread of life. Until you develop the maturity to receive the

Word of God through His chosenmessenger, you are not ready

for real spiritual growth. While many modern Christians are

addicted to secular entertainment and neglect the Word, you

must cultivate a holy hunger for the truths flowing from your

man of God.

2. ContinuousMeditation on theWord of God

Hearing the Word sets the foundation, but youmust process

it through deep, continuous thought. This is the art of biblical

meditation. When you spend time meditating on Scripture, it

radiates supernatural light into your spirit, forcefully expelling

all doubt. Remember this key truth: you cast out demons

through the authority of the name of Jesus, but you cast out

doubt through the light of God’s Word flooding your heart.

The moment faith occupies your heart, doubt is evicted. You

must intentionally take a single verse of Scripture and ponder it

deeply until it speaks directly to your situation and paints a clear

picture in your mind. Whatever life crisis or spiritual battle you

want permanently settled, you must first secure its matching

scriptural revelation deep within your spirit.

3. Continuous Praise to God

Youmust maintain a lifestyle of continuous praise until the

physical results you desire appear before your eyes. It takes

uncompromised faith to give God high-level praise before your

answers arrive. True faith praises God right in the middle of

severe difficulties. If you find yourself sinking into depression
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due to the pressures of life, it is a clear symptom that faith has

dropped to a dangerous low in your heart. Look at the midnight

breakthrough of the early apostles in Acts 16:25–26: “But at

midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to

God, and the prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there

was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison

were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and

everyone’s chains were loosed.”

Paul and Silas did not complain about their chains; they

weaponized praise in the dark, triggering an immediate, mirac-

ulous prison break. Youmust become a believerwho relentlessly

praises God until your manifestation occurs. Quit complaining,

eliminatemurmuring, and rest in theabsolute certainty thatGod

will intervene in your situation on time. Romans 4:20 declares:

“He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but

was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God.” Abraham gave

glory to God even when his body was old and the promised child

was nowhere to be seen. What are you currently expecting from

the Lord? Turn those expectations into praise. Be intentional

about writing down your desired outcomes and thanking God

for them in advance. Praising God in the darkmoments of life is

the ultimate demonstration of your faith.

4. Continuous Sharing of Testimonies

Youmust build a reputation in the spiritual realm as someone

who continuously and boldly shares what God has done in

your life. Your testimony is the spiritual fuel that someone

else needs to hear to ignite their own faith. When you openly

express gratitude for what God has already done, you expand

your capacity to receive what He plans to do next. There is a

clear law of multiplication here: those who are consistently

eager to share their testimonies are the very ones who never

48



THE GROWTH OF FAITH

run out of testimonies to tell. Never allow natural reservation or

false humility to muzzle your mouth. Sharing your testimony

is not bragging; it is a declaration of your total victory over the

enemy. When you speak openly about miracles that completely

surpassed human understanding, your faith expands to access

even bigger andmightier things. Those who testify will always

overcome their circumstances, and victory will permanently

become their daily reality.
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UNDERSTANDING RANKWITHIN THE

KINGDOM

How God Increases Your Rank in the Kingdom: Through

Seasons of Battle

In the Kingdom, spiritual equality is an illusion; people do

not occupy the same rank. Even among the celestial host,

angels do not operate at the same level of authority—there

are archangels, seraphim, and cherubim. “Rank” is a military

concept. When God grants you a higher rank, your authority

to enforce His will expands, and He entrusts you with greater

responsibility. The rank that makes you a visible leader among

people depends heavily on your faithfulness and commitment

to Kingdom service. When you are dedicated, you will naturally

produce tangible results that elevate you to higher positions.

However, while faithfulness in service elevates you in the eyes

of people, it doesnot grant youahigher legal rank in the spiritual

realm over demonic forces. Tomove past the baseline of casting

out common demons to the high-stakes realm of subduing

territorial principalities, you must understand how promotion

works in a military system. You do not become a general by
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sitting in a classroom or doing office work; you are decorated as

a general because of the fierce battles you have fought and won.

True generals are birthed on the frontlines. This is exactly how

God increases your rank in the Kingdom. When the Most High

prepares to elevate your spiritual status, He will deliberately

allow you to enter a fierce, highly coordinated season of battles.

The Arena of Strategic Warfare

Battles are not fought with physical weapons; they are fought

and won in the secret place of prayer. When dark forces rise

up to contest your destiny and you conquer them, that victory

earns you a new rank in the spirit. You must realize that

the moment you ask the Lord for greater authority, you are

effectively inviting high-level spiritual warfare into your life.

If you possess the spiritual stamina to fight, dislodge, and

permanently unseat those dark entities, your rank changes

instantly. The God who gives financial prosperity is the exact

same God who distributes spiritual authority. To fulfill your full

destinymandate, youmust pursue both realities simultaneously.

Refuse to be unbalanced. Be a prosperous person, but equally

be a person of deep spiritual authority. When true kingdom

authority backs your wealth, your influence shifts; you will

carry the precise spiritual weight required to lead and govern

the wealthy and influential people of this world.

The Strict Disciplines of the Frontline

People lose spiritual battles because they fail to subject their

flesh to strict, unyielding disciplines like fasting, continuous

prayer, and quietness. In the heat of a strategic battle season,

youmust guard your words. Loose speech leaks spiritual power.

You must also master the discipline of midnight prayer. The

51



APOSTOLIC INSIGHTVOLUME FOUR BY NIYI MAKINDE

principalities opposing your next level are strategic, ancient,

and calculating. They will deliberately use the food you eat

and the heavy distractions of daytime activities to weaken your

physical body, hitting you with an unnatural fatigue designed

to hinder your night watch. In a season of battle, you cannot

afford to sleep casually; you must rise to your post as an

uncompromised watchman. Pray in the Holy Spirit for extended

hours until prophetic words fill your spirit to defeat the enemy.

This level of spiritual alertness will activate your sight, allowing

you to receive precise visions and dreams that completely

unveil the hidden agendas of darkness. Maintain deep spiritual

discernment and discipline during this warfare. Remember, you

are not fighting for victory; you are marching from a position of

absolute victory. Secure your posture, put on your armor, and

claim your legal rank!
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THE ANGEL, GRACE, AND SPIRITS

MINISTRY

Who Is the Angel of a Church?

Revelation 2:1, 8, 12, and 18 states, “To the angel of the church

of Ephesus write… And to the angel of the church in Smyrna

write… And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write… And

to the angel of the church in Thyatira write…” Revelation 3:1,

7, and 14 also declares, “And to the angel of the church in

Sardis write… And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia

write… And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write…”

These passages contain messages addressed to the angels of

the churches. When Jesus Christ spoke through John to the

angels of the churches in Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira,

Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea, He was not referring to

angelic beings but to the leaders of those churches. The term

angel also conveys the idea of a messenger, representative, or

minister of the church. There is no specific angel assigned to

walk with a particular local church as its visible representative.

However, there may be angelic ministry accompanying theman

of God—the general overseer or spiritual leader of a church.
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Some servants of God are entrusted with unique dimensions

of angelic assistance. These individuals are endowed with

greater spiritual authority by God and are men who carry His

presence. Wherever such men go, the manifest presence of

God accompanies them. Jesus Christ used spiritual language

in communicating these revelations to John on the Island

of Patmos. The angel of a church, therefore, refers to the

minister, leader, or spiritual representative through whom God

addresses His people. Whenever God desires to communicate a

message to a church, He first speaks to its leader. The minister

then bears the responsibility of delivering that message to the

congregation. In doing so, he serves as God’s messenger to the

people. Throughout Scripture, divine messages to God’s people

are consistently communicated through the leadersHe appoints.

For this reason, every church leader must continually depend

on the guidance and leading of the Holy Spirit.

As a leader in the church, your spirit—working in submission

to the Holy Spirit and under God’s divine assignment—can

effectively minister to and influence the people you have been

called to serve.

What God Has Put in the Church to Make a Difference in the

Body of Christ?

1. God Bestowed Grace upon the Church

2 Corinthians 8:1 declares, “Moreover, brethren, we make

known to you the grace of God bestowed on the churches of

Macedonia.” Apostle Paul, in his writing, reveals that there

was a grace bestowed upon the Macedonian church. This grace

was unique to that church. The things God bestows upon each

church include a specific grace. Every church carries a distinct

grace. You will recognize the grace upon a church through the
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vision God has given to the angel of the church (the leader,

minister, or representative). You will also identify the grace

a church carries by understanding its mandate. 2 Corinthians

8:7 says, “But as you abound in everything—in faith, in speech,

in knowledge, in all diligence, and in your love for us—see that

you abound in this grace also.” The grace upon the Macedonian

church was expressed through the ability of God manifested

in giving and liberality. The Corinthian church, on the other

hand, demonstrated grace through spirituality, the expression

of spiritual gifts, and the supernatural. Every church should be

committed to soul-winning. However, some churches carry

a unique grace for evangelism. Others possess a grace for

greatness, leadership, influence, or discipleship. Thegraceupon

a church is also reflected in the messages preached from its

pulpit. When you consistently listen to themessages of a pastor,

you will discern the grace at work in that church. 2 Corinthians

8:6 reads, “Sowe urged Titus, that as he had begun, so he would

also complete this grace in you as well.” The grace of God upon

the Macedonian church was imparted to the Corinthian church

through the ministry and teaching of Titus. God desires His

grace to aboundamongHispeople. Therefore, apastor shouldbe

full of grace—that is, full of God’s ability. As aminister, your life

should continuallymanifest the various abilities of God. Apostle

Paul was a man full of grace. Whenever he discovered that a

church lacked a particular grace, he sent a minister to impart

that grace through teaching. The teaching of a man releases the

grace he carries. As you consistently listen to the teachings of a

man of God, you become a partaker of the grace upon his life. As

a believer, do not spend your time praying to see an angel. Your

pastor is the angel of your church.
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The Hemisphere of Grace

There is a grace upon the man of God. There is also grace

bestowed upon every believer. Likewise, there is a grace at

work in every church. Differences in grace explain why pastors

emphasize different messages and carry different burdens in

ministry. God directs His people to the church where the grace

needed for their advancement will be supplied. He will lead

you to the place where the specific ability you require can be

imparted. The grace at work in a church determines the level of

impact that will be evident in the lives of its members. God has

placed a unique grace upon every church in the Body of Christ.

Counsel to Associate Pastors

If you are an associate pastor, make it a priority to listen

consistently to the messages of the angel of your church—the

lead pastor, general overseer, or founder. The grace of God upon

the church where you serve flows primarily through the man

God has appointed as its leader. You have the responsibility

to listen to his messages regularly and consistently. As you

do so, you receive grace. Read the books and other materials

he has written. Grace increases in your life in proportion to

your eagerness, hunger, and willingness to receive through his

teachings and writings. When you are genuinely connected to

the source, grace flows through your life. Anyone who comes to

you will not remain thirsty because you will minister the right

words that drive darkness from their minds. Many ministers

venture into ministry without lasting impact because God has

not called them to function as independent sources. They are

designed to flourish by drawing continually from the one whom

God has established as the pioneer or founder of a particular

move of God. Be intentional about discovering your place in
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Kingdom relevance. Answer these questions sincerely:

a. Are you called primarily to serve in the Kingdom?

b. Are you called to pioneer and establish a newmove of God

in the Kingdom?

Grace flows effortlessly when you remain connected to the

source from which you continually draw. Ministry is never a

burden to the person who understands where he belongs in

God’s Kingdom. Titus followed Apostle Paul diligently. He

immersed himself in Paul’s teachings and writings until he

became a conduit of the same grace. This qualified him to

minister to the Corinthian church and help perfect the grace

of liberality among them.

Beware of Pride in Your Heart

Pride has causedmanyministers to lose their rightful place

in ministry. For example, an associate pastor may boast that

there is nomessage the source (senior pastor) can preach that

he cannot also preach with more eloquence. Such an attitude

is dangerous. You cannot make yourself a source; God is

the One who makes a source. Apostle Paul never delegated

responsibility based merely on proximity or familiarity. He

entrusted responsibility to those who carried his spirit and his

grace. Do notmerely be loyal and faithful to the source; strive to

carry the grace upon the source. The expression of grace cannot

be imitated or manufactured. Grace always speaks for itself.

Ministry is spiritual. A person may possess knowledge yet

lack grace. However, when you position yourself as a pipe

continually connected to the source throughconsistent listening

andmeditative reading of the materials released by the one God

has appointed, that grace will flow through your life effortlessly.

If you are disconnected from a source, you cannot become an
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effective dispenser of grace. Genuine connection produces a

continual supply of grace for others. Every freshmessage you

receive from the source imparts fresh grace into your life. Be

a partaker of the grace upon your source. You cannot carry

that grace if you do not listen consistently. Some ministers

feed on a mixture of messages from countless voices. Such

an approach rarely produces clarity of grace. Instead, it often

leads to confusion. If you listen to everybody indiscriminately,

you may eventually lose your own spiritual identity. You

will gradually lose the distinctiveness of the place where God

has planted you. God can certainly use many people to bless

your life. Nevertheless, you are not designed to receive your

primary spiritual impartation from everyone. Youmust identify

your God-ordained source and commit yourself to listening

consistently to his messages and reading his writings. The

pathway to growth in grace is remaining connected to the source

God has ordained for your life andministry. As a youngminister,

connect your heart wholeheartedly to the source in the church

or ministry where you serve. In many cases, that source may

also be your spiritual father in the faith.

2. The Spirit Dimensions of Men

The Spirit Can Enter You

Ezekiel 2:1–2 says, “…Then the Spirit entered me when He

spoke to me, and set me onmy feet; and I heard Him who spoke

tome.” Every timeyou listen toamessage fromyourmanofGod,

you receive spirit. Every message carries a spirit; it is through

speaking that the spirit is imparted, while listening positions

you to receive that spirit into your life. If you desire to catch

the spirit of a man of God, you must consistently listen to his

messages. Grace is the ability of God at work in a person, while

the spirit refers to the unction or anointing upon theman of God.

58



THE ANGEL, GRACE, AND SPIRITS MINISTRY

You can become a partaker of both the grace and the anointing

upon theman of God whom the Lord has established as a source

in your life.

There is a spiritual dimension upon yourman of God. Be eager

to receive this dimension into your life. You must follow your

man of God wholeheartedly if you desire to receive this spiritual

impartation. Followership is the key to effective spiritual

leadership. Joshua succeededMoses because he followed him

faithfully. God will not permit you to receive the spirit of a

man you have not followed. Likewise, you cannot receive the

anointing upon a man whose life and ministry you have not

consistently followed. John 6:63 records, “It is the Spirit who

gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to

you are spirit, and they are life.” Whenever Jesus Christ spoke

to the people, He imparted spirit and life to them.

When you carry the spirit of aman of God, you become capable

of functioning in the same dimensions of grace in which he

operates. You can also walk in the spiritual dimension of his

ministry. You will speak with boldness and authority, and God

canproduce throughyour life results similar to thosemanifested

in his ministry. Acts 4:13 unveils, “Now when they saw the

boldness of Peter and John… they realized that they had been

with Jesus.” The people recognized that Peter and John had

been with Jesus Christ because of the boldness they displayed.

When you diligently follow a man of God, you do not need to

announce it. The grace uponhis lifewill becomeevident through

your life for others to see. The spirit dimension gives birth to

great and miraculous manifestations in the lives of people. 2

Corinthians 12:18 says, “I urged Titus, and sent our brother

with him. Did Titus take advantage of you? Did we not walk

in the same spirit? Did we not walk in the same steps?” Titus
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and Apostle Paul walked in the same spirit. This was the secret

behind the spiritual dimension evident in the life of Titus. Titus

was not only a partaker of the grace upon Apostle Paul; he also

carried the same spirit.

Youarepositioned to receive both the spirit and thegraceupon

a man of God when you are committed to listening consistently

to his messages and reading his books. There is a dimension

of grace that knowledge alone cannot explain. It takes the

impartation of the spirit for that dimension of grace to become

evident in a person’s life. Hebrews 12:23 reads, “To the general

assembly and church of the firstborn… to the spirits of just men

made perfect.” The writer emphasizes “the spirits of just men

made perfect.” Be filled with the Holy Spirit, and also value the

spiritual impartation that comes through God’s servants. The

impartation of the spirit is a scriptural reality, and you should

position yourself to walk in this dimension.
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TAKING OVER TERRITORIES

You Can Take Over

Many people have not been able to enter into their Promised

Land. You need divine insight to step into the promises God

has prepared for your life. It is important to understand that

throughout Scripture, God took ordinary individuals into unfa-

miliar places so they could take possession of them. There were

people with little or no formal education whomGod used to take

over territories. There were those who appeared weak and in-

significant, yet they subdued kingdoms and influenced nations.

Therefore, never underestimate what God can do through your

life. You also can take over territories. Josephwent to Egypt and,

by thewisdomofGod, took charge of the entire nation. Abraham

left his father’s house and journeyed to the land God showed

him, where he became a great influence. Isaac prospered and

flourished in the midst of famine. Samuel became a spiritual

authority in Israel, and the people were compelled to listen to

him because of the authenticity of God’s voice in his life. Daniel

distinguished himself in a foreign land and rose to positions

of influence, taking dominion within the kingdom where he
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served. Likewise, King Nebuchadnezzar conquered territories

that were not originally his. God is still raising men and women

who will take possession of territories, spheres of influence,

and systems for His purpose. The question is not whether such

a possibility exists; the question is whether you are willing

to prepare yourself for the place God is leading you. As you

walk with God in obedience, wisdom, and faithfulness, He can

position you to influence places, institutions, and generations

beyond your imagination.

Understanding God’s Replacement Strategy

There is a replacement strategy unfolding in nations and

across the world. God is raising newmen and women to replace

others. These new individuals will become the voices that

generations will hear. Eli was a priest, yet he was replaced by

Samuel, who did not come from a priestly lineage. Eli served as

both priest and judge over the land of Israel. However, Samuel

became God’s chosen replacement for him. Whenever God is

about to position someone to take over a territory or sphere of

influence, He often works through a divine strategy that brings

about significant change. Taking over territories is not a matter

of inheritance. Thrones may be inherited, but territories are

given by God to those He chooses. No one can take possession

of a territory unless God grants it to him. Access to territories is

not automatic; it is a divine assignment. The spiritual authority

over the land of Israel had been entrusted to Eli. He had

intended for his sons to succeed him, but they corrupted the

priesthood through their disobedience and wickedness. As the

righteous Judge, God intervened in a way that surpassed human

understanding. Instead of allowing Eli’s sons to inherit the

priesthood, He raised Samuel—a young man with no priestly
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ancestry—to replace Eli. Samuel became both priest and judge

over Israel because God entrusted the territory to him. God is

still carrying out His replacement strategy today. There are

individuals who are presently influential and widely recognized

in our world. Yet, God is preparing new voices who will emerge

to replace them. He is bringing forth new men and women

to accomplish His purposes in this generation. One of the

ways God prepares these new vessels is by allowing them to

pass through situations that draw them closer to Him. Such

circumstances compel them to seek Him through fellowship,

prayer, fasting, and intimacy with His Word. As they engage in

these spiritual disciplines, God begins to unveil His plans for

their lives. He reveals territories they are called to possess. He

shifts their focus away from their present problems by unveiling

a greater future. He shows them new assignments, territories

to influence, great andmighty works to accomplish, Kingdom

responsibilities to fulfill, and visions that extend far beyond

their current circumstances. God’s primary purpose is not

merely to remove them from their difficulties but to draw them

nearer to Himself so He can reveal what lies ahead. Therefore,

whenever you come before God concerning your challenges,

remain sensitive to the revelations He desires to give you about

your future. God often uses present circumstances to position

you for future assignments.

When God intends to empower someone to take over a ter-

ritory, He may allow that person to experience difficult and

seemingly unbearable circumstances that drive him into deeper

prayer and dependence upon Him. Such a person may experi-

ence disappointment, failure, rejection, misunderstanding, or

shame. Yet, these experiences are not meant to destroy him

but to prepare him to see beyond the present and align with
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God’s greater purpose. Moses desired to deliver the Israelites

and stepped forward as their deliverer, but he was rejected and

misunderstood by his own people. He had to spend years in exile

before fully understanding the scope of God’s assignment for

his life. Through that season of preparation, God shaped him

into the leader who would eventually deliver Israel. Likewise,

Samuel receiveda clearpictureofhis future callingasa judgeand

prophet while he was still very young. God consistently reveals

territories to His chosen servants long before the season of

possession arrives. The territory God is calling you to occupy is

not something you will usually discover within amonth. Rather,

God opens the eyes of your understanding to see months, years,

or even decades ahead. As you walk faithfully with Him, He will

continually reveal the future He has prepared for you and the

territories He has ordained for you to influence for His glory.

Territory Defined

1. A Territory Is a Sphere of Influence

A territory is any sphere in which individuals can exercise

influence. The business world is a territory because it is a

sphere of influence where people impact lives through their

products and services. Ministry is a territory. Politics is

a territory. Various professions and career fields are also

territories. Anywhere influence can be expressed and lives can

be impacted is a territory.

2. A Territory Is a Space People Occupy

A territory also refers to a geographical or administrative

space occupied by people. This relates to territorial and geo-

graphical dominion. A village, city, state, nation, and continent

all represent territories. These geographical spaces are occupied

by people who influence decisions and exercise administrative,
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governmental, and political authority. Those who take over a

geographical space often possess broader influence than those

who only dominate a particular sphere. For example, when you

take over a state through legitimate leadership, you have the

opportunity to influence multiple sectors within that state. God

is raising men and women who will take over both spheres of

influence and geographical territories for His purposes.

The Relationship between Influence in the Realm of the Spirit

and Influence on Earth

There is a system God has established for men to acquire

influence in the realm of the Spirit. Likewise, God has put

a strategy in place for men to acquire influence on the earth.

Understanding these systems enhances your dominion and

effectiveness in life. Having influence in the realm of the Spirit

means exercising authority over demonic spirits, principalities,

powers, and even functioning in alignment with the ministry

of angels. This kind of influence is developed through prayer,

submission to the Lord, obedience toHisWord, and consistently

being a doer of the Word of God. However, having influence

amongmen requires more than prayer alone. Influence on the

earth is built through wisdom, planning, diligence, discipline,

excellence, and decisive action. You cannot become influential

among men if all you do is pray. Prayer establishes your

authority and influence in the realm of the Spirit, ensuring that

no human being can nullify what God has ordained concerning

your life. Nevertheless, your influence on earth becomes visible

through the practical application of wisdom and purposeful

action.

God told Moses that he would lead the Israelites out of Egypt.

However, as the assignment progressed, God raised Joshua to
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complete the task of leading the people into the Promised Land.

Joshua never imagined that hewould become the leader of Israel.

He did not set his heart on occupying that position, yet God, in

His divine arrangement, prepared and positioned him for it. In

the same way, you may not yet realize that God is preparing

you to become a leader in your nation or a major influence

within your sphere and territory. Do not allow your heart to be

troubled by your present circumstances. In His own appointed

time and by His divine strategy, God will bring His purpose

to pass. Whenever God intends to replace men or establish

new influence in a territory, He often searches for individuals

who are unknown and unnoticed. These are people who never

imagined that such a great assignment would come upon their

lives. Although your life may not presently appear influential

within your sphere or territory, remain convinced that God has

you in mind. As you continue to prepare yourself and walk

faithfully with Him, He will position you for the influence He

has ordained for your life.

Signs of God’s Replacement Strategy

1. God Grants You Early Exposure

God raises men to take over particular spheres of influence,

positions of authority, and leadership. If you do not understand

howGodworks outHis replacement strategy in a sphere or place

of influence, youmaymiss His agenda for your life. Therefore,

you must be careful not to overlook what God is doing in and

throughyou. WhenGod intends for you to replace certainfigures

on earth and occupy a specific sphere of influence, He often

grants you early exposure. Moses sent twelve spies to survey

the Promised Land, and Joshua was among those sent. Through

that assignment, God gave Joshua early exposure to the territory
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he would later lead Israel into and possess. If you possess

unique knowledge of how things are done in a particular field,

organization, city, or nation, such knowledge may be the result

of God’s early exposure. God often prepares people for future

assignments long before they become aware of His ultimate

purpose. You cannot effectively take over a place for which you

have received no preparation or exposure. Therefore, trust God

to expose you early to the people, opportunities, knowledge, and

experiences that will prepare you to occupy your sphere of influ-

ence. God raises people to take over spheres and territories so

they can establish His authority, demonstrate His government,

and enforce His will on the earth. He entrusts territories to

those whomHe knows will represent Him faithfully. Therefore,

wherever God places you, be a faithful steward of His purpose

and His kingdom.

2. God Sets Men Over on Earth

Daniel 4:17 declares, “This decision is by the decree of the

watchers… That the Most High rules in the kingdom of men,

gives it to whomever He will, and sets over it the lowest of

men” Within the context of this passage, the watchers are

angelic beings who carry out the decrees of the Most High.

Whoever God sets over a territory will ultimately take over

that territory. The way men take over territories on earth

begins with what God establishes in the realm of the Spirit.

Before a person reigns publicly, God first sets that individual

over the assignment spiritually. A divine decree is pronounced

concerning the person’s authority and leadership. Men do not

rise to positions of influence by accident. Behind every God-

ordained elevation is a divine decree authorizing them to reign,

rule, and occupy positions of authority. You cannot truly take

over a city, nation, organization, or sphere of influence unless
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God has first set you over it. One of the greatest problems in our

world is that many people desire positions of influence without

first being establishedbyGod. Therefore, humble yourself under

themightyhandofGodso thatHemayexalt you inHis appointed

time and set you over the sphere He has prepared for you. Allow

God to enthrone you over the territory He has assigned to your

life. Do not resort to manipulation, self-promotion, or worldly

strategies to gain influence. Instead, trust the God who sets

men over kingdoms and territories. When God appoints you, no

man can successfully oppose His purpose for your life. God is

the Almighty who raises men into positions of authority. Every

genuine elevation begins with Him. When God shows you a

sphere or territory, He is also able to position you to take it over.

He setsmen over in the realm of the Spirit, andHis divine decree

establishes their reign on the earth.

Governing Authorities Are Established by the Hand of God

Romans 13:1 reads, “Let every soul be subject to the governing

authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and

the authorities that exist are appointed by God.” The gov-

erning authorities referred to in this passage include political

authorities. Every legitimate authority in power exists by the

sovereign permission and appointment of God. Appointment

to any political office is ultimately by the hand of God. The

president, governor, and local government chairman are all

products of God’s exaltation. As a human being, you are not

all-powerful. Only God is omnipotent—the Almighty. If you are

set over a nation as president, it is by the hand of God. If you are

established as a governor over a state, it is by the hand of God.

If you become the chairman of a local government, it is by the

hand of God. God is the One who turns the hearts of people and
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can use them to position individuals for leadership. Hence, do

not become proud or self-exalting, lest you set yourself up for

destruction. The same God who raises a person into authority

is able to bring that person down when wickedness fills the

heart. Serve the people with the fear of God. Lead with integrity,

humility, and accountability. Let your leadership reflect the

righteousness and justice of God.

The governing authorities whom God sets over a city, state,

or nation are positioned to influence its decisions and direction.

God rules in the affairs of men, and His sovereign purpose

prevails over the kingdoms of the earth.

Wherever God intends for you to take over, Hemust first set

you over. He can rearrange circumstances, change the course

of events, and open doors that no one can shut in order to

establish His purpose for your life. God will set you over so that

you become a new voice that will be heard in your generation.

God sets you up before He causes you to rise publicly. When

He establishes you over a sphere or place of influence, the

manifestation may not be immediate. It may take months

or even years before others recognize what God has already

accomplished. Nevertheless, in the realm of the Spirit, you

have already been identified as the authority over that sphere

of influence. Before you can take over a territory on earth, God

must first set you over it in the Spirit.

Transformation of the Conditions Around Your Life

1 Samuel 2:6–8 says, “The Lord kills and makes alive; He

brings down to the grave and brings up. The Lordmakes poor

and makes rich; He brings low and lifts up. He raises the

poor from the dust and lifts the beggar from the ash heap, to

set them among princes and make them inherit the throne
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of glory…” This Scriptural passage reveals God’s power to

transform the conditions surrounding a person’s life. No

matter how hopeless a situation may appear, God has the

ability to change it completely. If your present condition

reflects poverty, God is able to lift you into prosperity. If

your condition has been reduced to beggary, God can raise

you and seat you among princes. He specializes in changing

lives, reversing impossible situations, and lifting people from

places of obscurity into positions of honor and influence. God

transforms the conditions around your life by lifting you up. He

changes your circumstances, rewrites your story, and positions

you where His purpose for your life can be fulfilled. When

God lifts a person, no human power can prevent that person’s

advancement. Therefore, trust Him completely, for He is able

to turn your lowest condition into a testimony of His glory.

God: The Judge

Psalm 75:6–7 says, “For exaltation comes neither from the

east nor from the west nor from the south. But God is the

Judge: He puts down one, and exalts another.” God is the Judge

who puts down one and exalts another. Exaltation speaks of

promotion, advancement, and progress. You cannot take over

a territory unless God has first exalted you in that territory.

Whenever people pursue exaltation without acknowledging

God’s role, the result is frustration. This Scripture reveals the

spiritual dimension of taking over a territory. God is the One

who lifts people up. When God sets you on high, He also grants

you a higher vision. Therefore, youmust trust God to set you up

and lift you to the place He has ordained for you. Authority in

the Kingdom comes through God’s exaltation. Themeasure of

your lifting determines the measure of your authority.
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It is not natural for people to submit to the authority of

another person. Neither is it natural for an entire city to listen

to your voice or for you to become a leading figure in your field.

These are the results of God’s hand upon a person’s life. Psalm

92:10 declares, “But my horn You have exalted like a wild ox; I

have been anointed with fresh oil.” Likewise, 1 Samuel 2:9–10

says, “…For by strength no man shall prevail… The Lord will

judge the ends of the earth. He will give strength to His king,

and exalt the horn of His anointed.” When your authority is

established in the spirit realm, everything in the natural must

align with that authority and respond accordingly. You do not

take over a territory by human strength, wisdom, strategy, or

academic achievement alone. Those who rely solely on human

ability will not prevail; rather, you occupy a territory because

the Lord has exalted and anointed you. Therefore, seek both

the exaltation and the anointing of God. When God exalts you,

people will recognize you. When He anoints you, your authority

will be acknowledged. Exaltation gives you visibility, while the

anointing gives you spiritual credibility and influence. Your

name will become known both among men and in the spirit

realm through God’s exaltation. However, exaltation without

the anointing cannot sustain influence. The anointing is what

establishes and preserves the authority God has entrusted to

you. When your horn is exalted by God, you gain acceptance,

influence, and the capacity to take over the territory He has

assigned to you.

Practical Insights into Taking Over a Territory

You have the responsibility to identify the territories you

desire to take over. Can you identify the territory you want

to take over? Joshua identified his Canaan. Can you identify
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your own Canaan? Do you desire to take over the technology

world? Doyouwant to take over in government? Doyoudesire to

influence your city, state, or nation? Youmust first identify the

territoryGod is placing in your heart. Go toGod in prayer and ask

Him to set you over your desired territory as an authority. When

God sets you over a territory, He begins to grant you new vision

and fresh insight. You cannot see beyond your present level until

God establishes you over the territory He has ordained for you.

So, seek the Lord and ask Him to give you the territory. Joshua

6:2 declares, “And the Lord said to Joshua: ‘See! I have given

Jericho into your hand, its king, and the mighty men of valor.’”

You cannot take over a territory that God has not given to you.

However, when God entrusts a territory to your care, no earthly

influence can successfully bring you down. True influence is not

merely natural; it is a product of divine appointment.

As you seek God in prayer, He will begin to orchestrate events

in your favor. Trust Him to set you over your city, your sphere

of influence, and your generation. Trust Him to make your

voice heard where it matters. Every territory has gates. You

cannot take possession of a region whose gates remain closed

against you. Therefore, pray that God will open those gates and

shatter every wall standing between you and the territory He

has called you to possess. When God opens the gates before you

and removes every barrier, your progress becomes unstoppable,

and your access becomes unlimited. At that point, you will walk

confidently into the territoryGodhas prepared for you and fulfill

His divine purpose for your life.
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ANOTHER MEASURE

You Have Received the Fullness of God’s Spirit

John 3:34 says, “For He whom God has sent speaks the words

of God, for God does not give the Spirit by measure.” God does

not giveHis Spirit bymeasure. The day youwere born again, you

received the fullness of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit dwells

within you in His completeness. The Spirit came upon Jesus

Christ in fullness, and as a believer, you have also received the

fullness of God’s Spirit. God has not given you the Spirit in part

but in His totality. The Holy Spirit is your divine Helper. He can

guide you, instruct you, and accomplish things in and through

your life that are beyond your greatest imagination. Therefore,

you must cultivate the habit of listening attentively to His voice

and following His leading. The Holy Spirit is always ready to

counsel you. Even while you are praying, remain sensitive to

receive His direction. The Holy Spirit also inspires your heart

with divine thoughts and fresh ideas. Pay close attention to His

promptings, and allow your spiritual sensitivity to be sharpened

so that you can discern what He is saying to you today. Do not

become a believer who depends only on what the Holy Spirit
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said yesterday or in times past. You must continually receive

His present instructions, fresh insights, and current guidance.

Ask yourself,What is theHoly Spirit quickening inmy heart today?

Give your full attention to those promptings. The Holy Spirit

grants understanding of the Scriptures and continually reveals

the mind of God to His people. His voice brings clarity where

there is confusion and direction where there is uncertainty.

Whenever you find yourself confused or uncertain, pay atten-

tion to the thoughts the Holy Spirit is stirring within your heart.

Learn to discern the flow of thoughts inspired by Him. He is

always ready to speak, guide, instruct, and lead you into the

perfect will of God. Your responsibility is to remain attentive,

responsive, and obedient to His voice.

Another Measure of Revelation

2 Corinthians 12:7 reveals, “And lest I should be exalted

above measure by the abundance of the revelations…” Many

things in the Kingdom are received in measures. Believers

do not all operate with the same measure of revelation. The

revelations you receive fromGodare given in differentmeasures.

Apostle Paul testified that he had received an abundance of

revelations from the Spirit of God. You must trust the Lord

to add another measure of revelation to your life. Whatever

revelation you possess today is small compared to the many

mysteries that are yet to be unveiled to you. A mystery is a

hidden truth revealed by God. Therefore, cultivate a continual

hunger for deeper revelation. Be a believer who consistently

desires another measure of divine insight. One of the blessings

you will enjoy as you give yourself to prayer and fasting is an

increase in revelation. During seasons of fasting, divine light

floods your heart, and hidden truths become clearer. As you
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wait upon the Lord, you position yourself to receive greater

understandingofHisWord andHis purposes. Desire theLord for

an increased measure of revelation, and never become satisfied

with yesterday’s light.

Another Measure of Power

There are believers who operate in the realm of power, while

others function in the realm of great power. Acts 1:8 says,

“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come

upon you…” This Scripture reveals the measure of power made

available to every believer. The moment you receive the Holy

Spirit at salvation, you receive power from God. There are

higher dimensions of the manifestation of that power. Acts

4:33 declares, “And with great power the apostles gave witness

to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus…” The apostles ministered

with great power. Following the outpouring of the Holy Spirit

on the Day of Pentecost, they experienced an increased mani-

festation of God’s power in their lives andministry. Walking in

great power requires another measure of divine empowerment.

Therefore, thankGod for themeasure of power presently atwork

in your life, but do not stop there. Desire greater dimensions of

His power. One of the ways to receive another measure of power

is through earnest prayer, fellowship with the Holy Spirit, and a

deeper walk with God.

Move from the realm of power to the realm of great power.

Then continue to grow from great power into even greater

dimensions of God’s power. Never become content with your

present experience. There is always a higher measure available

to those who diligently seek the Lord.

Another Measure of Grace
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Acts 4:33 reveals, “…And great grace was upon them all.”

There are believers who operate in great grace. There are also

those who have grown beyond great grace into even greater

dimensions of God’s grace. Youmust continually trust God to

increase His grace upon your life. Acts 6:4 records, “But we will

give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the

word.” The secret behind the great grace that rested upon the

apostles was their unwavering commitment to prayer and the

ministry of the Word. They devoted themselves to seeking God,

studying His Word, and faithfully serving Him. Great grace is

sustained by a life of prayer, devotion to the Scriptures, and

faithful service. You cannot expect to walk in greater grace

while neglecting your responsibility in the Kingdom. Acts 20:32

declares, “So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to

the word of His grace, which is able to build you up…” The

Word of God is the Word of His grace. It possesses the power

to strengthen, establish, and build you into spiritual maturity.

Those who are filled with the Word of God will continually

experience greater manifestations of His grace.

The Word of His grace is expressed through your thoughts,

character, conduct, speech, andactions. As theWord transforms

your inner life, the grace of God becomes increasingly evident

through your outward life. If you desire the grace of God to

find greater expression through your works, youmust remain

committed to prayer, the study of the Scriptures, and faithful

service to God.

Another Measure of Wisdom, Understanding, Honor, and

Riches

1 Kings 3:12–13 records, “Behold, I have done according to

your words; see, I have given you a wise and understanding
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heart… And I have also given you what you have not asked: both

riches and honor…” This Scriptural passage reveals that God is

able to increase the measure of His gifts upon a person’s life.

God did something extraordinary in Solomon’s life that dis-

tinguished him from every other king of his generation: He

granted him wisdom and understanding that surpassed all

others. In addition, God bestowed upon him honor and riches

far beyond what he had ever requested. Psalm 119:99–100

says, “I havemore understanding than all my teachers, for Your

testimonies are my meditation. I understand more than the

ancients, because I keepYour precepts.” David testified thatGod

had given him understanding beyond that of his teachers and

greater insight than the elders, simply because he continually

meditated on God’s Word and kept His commandments. Just as

God increased the wisdom of Solomon and the understanding

of David, He is able to add another measure of wisdom and

understanding to your life. The quality of your thinking is

directly related to the measure of wisdom and understanding

you possess. Likewise, the scope of your vision is influenced

by the depth of your wisdom and understanding. God is still

increasing His people in wisdom, understanding, honor, and

riches. The honor and wealth He gave Solomon distinguished

him among the kings of the earth. Therefore, trust God to

enlarge your capacity and to add greater measures of wisdom,

understanding, honor, and riches to your life according to His

divine purpose.

Enlargement by the Lord

Godwill not give you anothermeasure unlessHefirst enlarges

you. Before you can receivemore fromGod, youmust experience

enlargement by the Lord. The areas God enlarges are your heart,
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your spirit, your mind, and your capacity. Expansion in these

areas is the prerequisite for any spiritual or physical reality to

manifest in your life. There are dimensions of capacity you

cannot develop by human strength alone; only God can produce

such enlargement within you. While you can intentionally

enlarge your capacity to learn, to be diligent, and to relate well

with people, you cannot, by your own effort, enlarge the inner

space required to contain greater measures of grace, power,

wisdom, and understanding. God Himself must enlarge your

heart to accommodate these divine realities. 1 Kings 4:29

declares, “And God gave Solomon wisdom and exceedingly

great understanding, and largeness of heart like the sand on

the seashore.” God gave Solomon largeness of heart before

entrusting himwith extraordinary wisdom and understanding.

God is ready to release another measure of both spiritual and

physical realities into your life. The question is: Do you have

the capacity to contain what God desires to entrust to you? Psalm

23:5 says, “…You anoint my head with oil; my cup runs over.”

Yet, before a cup can overflow, it must first be large enough to

hold the initial downpour. Internal enlargement must precede

external manifestations. The level of responsibility, grace, wis-

dom, power, and influence you can carry is strictly determined

by your internal capacity. Consequently, your prayer should be

for the enlargement of your heart. Ask God to make you greater

on the inside. Do not merely desire a large physical stature;

desire a large heart, an enlargedmind, greater capacity, broader

imagination, clearer vision, and a strengthened spirit. God will

not entrust youwith anothermeasure until He has first enlarged

your heart to contain it.

Signs of an Enlarged Heart
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There are clear signs of an enlarged heart. When God enlarges

you from within, certain qualities and desires will become

evident in your life.

1. A Relentless Desire to Know and LearnMore

God will create within you a deep desire to learn new things.

Your heart will become hungry for knowledge, understanding,

and insight. God does not addmore to those who are not hungry

for greater knowledge. This hungermaymanifest in your career,

business, ministry, relationships, or any area of life where God

desires to increase your effectiveness. A heart that has been

enlarged is never satisfied with ignorance. It continually seeks

truth, wisdom, and understanding. Themore God enlarges your

capacity, the greater your appetite for learning becomes.

2. A Holy Dissatisfaction in Your Heart

Another sign of an enlarged heart is a holy dissatisfaction

with your present state. This dissatisfaction is not rooted in

ingratitude but in the desire for greater fulfillment of God’s

purpose for your life. It compels you to leave your comfort zone

so that new dimensions of God’s purpose can be manifested in

and through you. As God enlarges your heart, you will become

dissatisfied with past successes, previous levels of exposure,

and your current status. This dissatisfaction is a sign that God

is preparing you for something greater. When you experience

this dissatisfaction, do not become angry with yourself. Do not

allow sorrow, discouragement, or comparison to fill your heart.

Anger is one of the enemy’s instruments for weakening believ-

ers during seasons of transition and dissatisfaction. Instead,

become the kind of believer who forgets what is behind and

presses toward what lies ahead. Philippians 3:13–14 declares:

“Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but

one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and
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reaching forward to those things which are ahead…” A holy

dissatisfaction will compel you to stretch toward the greater

things God has prepared for you. Position yourself continually

for freshmanifestations of God’s power and purpose in your life.

Do not remain an old version of yourself in learning, character,

behavior, or actions. Continue to grow. Expand your thinking,

refine your character, improve your conduct, and elevate your

actions. Cooperate with God by allowing the dissatisfaction He

places in your heart to propel you toward the fulfillment and

advancement of His perfect will for your life.
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THE DIMENSIONS OF HONOR FROM

GOD’S PERSPECTIVE

GodWears Honor

Revelation 7:11–12 declares: “All the angels stood around the

throne and the elders and the four living creatures… saying:

‘Amen! Blessing and glory andwisdom, thanksgiving and honor

and power andmight, be to our God forever and ever. Amen.’”

There are certain attributes that belong to God forever and ever.

One of these is honor. Honor belongs to God eternally. Psalm

104:1 says: “Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord my God, You

are very great: You are clothed with honor andmajesty.” This

Scripture reveals that God is clothed with honor and majesty.

Honor andmajesty are His garments. God wears honor as one

wears clothing. In the same way, when a person is clothed

with honor, the issues of life that would ordinarily bring shame,

ridicule, and disgrace are covered by honor. Honor becomes a

spiritual garment that distinguishes and preserves an individual.

Honor is something youwear. It is a divine covering that attracts

respect, value, and dignity. One of the reasons many people

are not valued or respected in life is that they are not clothed
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with honor. Therefore, desire to be clothed with the honor that

comes from God, for His honor upon your life will distinguish

you amongmen.

Honor Defined

1. Honor Is Great Respect and Admiration for Someone

When an individual is highly respected and admired, it is an

expression of honor. To admire someone is to esteem the person

highly and desire to emulate his or her life. Ephesians 5:1 says,

“Therefore be imitators of God as dear children.” Believers

are instructed to imitate God because He is clothed with honor.

Those who walk in honor become worthy of imitation. When

an elderly person is disrespected, it is evidence that honor is

lacking. Likewise, if people have no desire to learn from your

life or emulate your character, it may indicate that honor is

absent. The honor you wear inspires people to respect, value,

and esteem you.

2. Honor Is High Importance Bestowed upon Someone

A person who walks in honor naturally becomes a person of

significance. Honor gives value and importance to an individ-

ual’s life and assignment. You cannot truly possess honor and

remain insignificant. God is indispensable to everyone in the

universe because He is clothed with honor. In the same way,

when God clothes your life with honor, your value and relevance

become evident to those around you.

3. Honor Is Great Regard and Value Placed upon Someone

You do not have to demand that people regard or value you;

let honor speak on your behalf. When honor rests upon your

life, people will naturally regard you with respect and esteem.

Your words carry greater weight when honor is at work in your

life. People will value your counsel, respect your opinions, and

82



THE DIMENSIONS OF HONOR FROM GOD’S PERSPECTIVE

appreciate your presence. We all regard God as the One who

deserves our pursuit because honor belongs to Him. Likewise,

when God’s honor rests upon your life, your presence carries

an uncommon atmosphere of dignity, value, and influence. It

is honor that distinguishes a person and causes him or her to

stand out in life.

Who Gives Honor?

Honor comes from two primary sources:

1. God Bestows Honor UponMen

God is the ultimate source of honor. He clothes men with

honor according to His will and purpose. The honor that comes

from God distinguishes an individual, brings divine acceptance,

and establishes the person in the sight of both God and men.

When God honors a person, no one can successfully bring that

person into lasting shame or disgrace.

2. Men Extend Honor to One Another

Honor is also a currency within human relationships. Men

honor those they value, respect, admire, and esteem. This

honor is demonstrated through words, actions, appreciation,

recognition, and obedience where appropriate. While human

honor is important, it is most meaningful when it is the direct

result of the honor God has first placed upon an individual’s life.

Therefore, seek the honor that comes from God; for when He

honors you, men will naturally be moved to honor you as well.

Understanding How God Gives Honor toMen

God ishonoredby all creation, andHe is also theOnewhogives

honor to men. When God bestows honor upon you, He shares

with you a reality that belongs to Him forever and ever. The

honor that comes from God distinguishes a person and compels
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others to regard, respect, and value that individual. When God

gives you honor, men will naturally be moved to honor you.

However, it is possible to receive honor frommen while lacking

honor before God. Therefore, the honor that comes from God

is far greater than the honor bestowed by people. All ministers

of the gospel are entrusted with a measure of honor by God

because of the sacred assignment committed to them. Men are

often compelled to honor those whom God has honored. God is

able to bestow honor upon anyone according to His purpose and

pleasure. 1 Chronicles 29:12 declares: “Both riches and honor

come from You, and You reign over all. In Your hand is power

andmight; in Your hand it is to make great and to give strength

to all.” This Scripture reveals that God is the custodian of both

riches and honor. He dispenses these blessings according to

His sovereign will. Since honor originates from God, youmust

look to Him as its ultimate source. Proverbs 3:16 says: “Length

of days is in her right hand, in her left hand riches and honor.”

God gives wisdom so that His people may walk in the reality of

riches and honor. Those who embrace divine wisdom position

themselves to experience these blessings. Also, 1 Samuel 2:30

declares: “…For thosewhohonorMe Iwill honor, and thosewho

despise Me shall be lightly esteemed.” This Scripture reveals

a divine principle: God honors those who honor Him. If you

desire God’s honor upon your life, make it your priority to honor

Him through your worship, obedience, reverence, and faithful

service. Above every other form of recognition, seek the honor

that comes fromGod. WhenGodhonors you, your lifewill reflect

His glory, and your influence will extend beyond what human

effort alone can accomplish.

MenWho Receive Honor from God
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What God does for one, He can do for everyone; He is no

respecter of persons. God grants honor to men in the Scriptures

so that theymay be studied and His wonders may be revealed.

Examples ofmenwho received honor fromGod in the Scriptures

include:

1. Man

Psalm 8:4–5 says, “What is man that You are mindful of him,

and the son of man that You visit him? For You have made him

a little lower than the angels, and You have crowned himwith

glory and honor.” God crownsman with glory and honor. The

honor uponman causes him to be respected. Every creature is

compelled to honor man because of the crown of honor upon

his head. Man possesses a higher honor than all other earthly

creatures.

2. Nebuchadnezzar

God gave honor to King Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel 5:18 records,

“O king, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar your father a

kingdom andmajesty, glory and honor.”

3. Solomon

God bestowed honor upon Solomon. First Kings 3:13 declares,

“And I have also given you what you have not asked: both riches

and honor, so that there shall not be anyone like you among the

kings all your days.”

4. Jehoshaphat

God gave King Jehoshaphat honor in abundance. Second

Chronicles 17:5 records, “Therefore the Lord established the

kingdom inhishand; andall Judahgavepresents to Jehoshaphat,

and he had riches and honor in abundance.”

5. Hezekiah

King Hezekiah also received great honor from God. Second

Chronicles 32:27–29 says, “Hezekiah had very great riches and
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honor. And hemade himself treasuries for silver, for gold, for

precious stones, for spices, for shields, and for all kinds of

desirable items…”

6. David

God placed honor upon King David. You must trust God to

place honor upon your life as well. Psalm 21:5 says, “His glory

is great in Your salvation; honor andmajesty You have placed

upon him.”

7. Jesus Christ

Jesus Christ received honor from the Father. The Father

bestowed honor upon His Son. As a child of God, you should

also desire to receive honor from God. John 5:23, 41 says, “That

all should honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who

does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.

I do not receive honor frommen.”

The honor that comes from God surpasses every form of

human recognition. Human honor may fade with time, but

the honor bestowed by God establishes a person, preserves his

influence, and causes his life to become a lasting testimony.

Therefore, seek the honor that comes from God above the

applause of men. When God honors you, men will inevitably

recognize the grace and glory upon your life.

Effects of God Honoring aMan

1. YouWill BeMore Honorable Than Your Brethren

“Brethren” refers to your siblings and contemporaries. First

Chronicles 4:9–10 (KJV) says, “And Jabez was more honourable

than his brethren… And God granted him that which he re-

quested.” God answered the prayer of Jabez by making him

more honorable than his brethren. WhenGod places honor upon

your life, He distinguishes you among your contemporaries. His
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honor sets you apart, causing you to stand out wherever you go.

2. YouWill Be Honorable in the Sight of Important People

First Samuel 22:14 records, “So Ahimelech answered the king

and said… Who is the king’s son-in-law, who goes at your

bidding, and is honorable in your house?” David was highly

respected both in the royal court and among his people. When

God honors a man, even influential and prominent individuals

recognize and value him. Trust God to place such honor upon

your life.

3. YouWill Be Honorable in Your Country

First Samuel 9:6 reads, “And he said to him, ‘Look now, there

is in this city a man of God, and he is an honorable man; all

that he says surely comes to pass.’” Samuel was regarded as

an honorable man throughout the land of Israel. It takes the

honor of God for a nation to celebrate an individual. I pray that

your country will know you by name. May your name become

honorable, andmay your influence be recognized throughout

your entire nation.

4. YouWill Be Honorable Before God

First Samuel 2:30 says, “…For thosewhohonorMe Iwill honor,

and those who despise Me shall be lightly esteemed.” What a

remarkable truth—that a person can be honored byGodHimself.

Youmust live in away that brings glory toGod so thatHe, in turn,

will honor you. The honor that comes from God is far greater

than the fleeting praise of men. When God honors you, your life

becomes a living testimony of His favor, andmenwill inevitably

recognize the grace upon you.

How to Receive Honor from God

1. Honor God from Your Heart
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You should be a person who honors God sincerely from your

heart. You honor God by honoring His servants on earth.

When you honor your man of God, you are honoring God.

You also honor God by reverencing His Word and obeying it

wholeheartedly. Honor God in your thoughts, attitudes, and

decisions. Let the fear and reverence of God govern your heart

at all times.

2. Honor God with Your Possessions

Proverbs 3:9 says, “Honor the Lord with your possessions…”

Your possessions are the things God has entrusted to you. Honor

God with the resources He has placed in your hands. Honor Him

with your car; do not consider it too precious to be used for

the work of God. Be willing to make your home available for

fellowship and kingdom purposes. Let every possession you

have reflect your devotion to God.

3. Honor God through Your Service in the Kingdom

John 12:26 declares, “If anyone serves Me, let him follow

Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone

serves Me, him My Father will honor.” When you serve God

wholeheartedly, you position yourself to receive honor from

Him. Serve faithfully by taking responsibility in the house of

God. Becomeactively involved in theworkof the kingdom. Move

beyond beingmerely a churchmember and become a committed

worker in the house of God.

4. Give to GodWhat Belongs to Him

Matthew 22:21 says, “…Render therefore to Caesar the things

that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” There

are things that belong exclusively to God. One of these is your

tithe. Your tithe belongs to the Lord, and it should be given

to Him faithfully. Do not withhold or take for yourself what

belongs to God. Honor Him by giving Himwhat is rightfully His.
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5. Win Souls

Proverbs 11:30 says, “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of

life, and he who wins souls is wise.” When you engage in soul-

winning, you position yourself to receive honor from God. Soul-

winning is an expression of divine wisdom and a demonstration

of love for God’s greatest desire—the salvation of mankind.

When was the last time you won a soul? When was the last

time you shared the gospel with someone? Be intentional about

leading people to Jesus Christ. Speak about Christ wherever God

has placed you. Those who faithfully win souls receive honor

from God.

6. Praise God Regularly

Revelation 4:9 says, “Whenever the living creatures give glory

and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives

forever and ever.” The living creatures continually worship and

honor God before His throne. Likewise, cultivate a lifestyle of

praise. When you praise God consistently, you demonstrate

your reverence and gratitude to Him. Praise grants access to

the manifest presence of God. Those who continually praise

Him enjoy His abiding presence. Give God the glory, honor, and

thanksgiving He deserves, for He alone is worthy of all praise.
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Conclusion

Honor and Increase

You have now journeyed through eleven dimensions of king-

dom advancement, and you began this volume the same way

every newbeginning starts: with a declared, deliberate “Amen.”

By now, that Amen should have taken root. You understand that

the skies over your destiny, your family, and your career are

no longer closed like brass; you are walking under a permanent

open heaven. You have opened the eyes you need to know—

vision, understanding, and faith—and you have anchored every

one of those faculties to the unshakable foundation of Scripture,

the inward witness of the Holy Spirit, and the simple, uncom-

promised gospel of Christ.

You now understand the reality of names—that God canmake

your name great, but only you canmake your name good. You

have discovered your spiritual allocations, and you know that no

believer is empty, only undiscovered. Youhave committed to the

intentional, daily growth of your faith, and you understand that

rank in the Kingdom is never handed to the passive; it is earned

in seasons of battle fought and won in the secret place of prayer.
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You have learned to recognize the angel, the grace, and the spirit

at work through your covering, and you have grasped what it

truly means to take over a territory—not by human strength,

but because God has first set you over it in the realm of the Spirit.

You have pressed into another measure of revelation, power,

and grace, and you have asked the Lord to enlarge your heart so

that you carry the capacity to containwhatHe is about to release.

And finally, you have returned to the subject that has anchored

this entire series from its first page: the honor that comes from

God, far above the applause of men.

None of this was given to you simply to expand your theological

vocabulary. A new beginning that is only read about and never

walked into is no beginning at all. Therefore, I charge you

the same way I charge every congregation I steward: go back

through these eleven chapters as often as is necessary. Declare

your Amen boldly over every word of promise. Identify your

Canaan, name your territory, and ask the Lord to set you over it

in the Spirit before you ever expect to take it over on the earth.

Guard your heart against the spirit of routine, and refuse to let

yesterday’s revelation, yesterday’s power, or yesterday’s grace

become the ceiling of your expectation. There is always another

measure.

Remember Jabez, who carried a name that meant sorrow yet

received a life that exceeded his own request. Remember Joshua,

who never asked to lead Israel yet was prepared in secret for

decades before he was ever sent in public. Remember that God

will not give you another measure until He has first enlarged

your heart to contain it, and let that holy dissatisfaction in your

spirit propel you forward rather than discourage you backward.
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Heaven has already set you over the sphere you are believing for.

Your responsibility now is to rise, walk through its length and

its width, and take possession in the name of the Lord.

This is only Volume Four. There is more insight ahead, and

I trust that the new beginning, the sight, and the honor you

have received within these pages have positioned you to receive

evenmore in the volumes still to come. Until then, walk under

your open heaven, steward every measure heaven entrusts to

you, and let the honor that comes fromGod distinguish your life

among your generation.

In the Name of Jesus Christ, Amen.

—Niyi Makinde
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